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The Villager Returns
For over forty years ‘The Villager’ was created and distributed by a small team 
of people.

It was subscription based and was delivered to about six hundred homes in the 
Parish.

A much-loved publication, valued for its interesting items and key information.

It is returning in February – but with a few differences.

It will be printed in colour and delivered to every household, free of charge.

In effect, its circulation will rise to two thousand and cover Caddington, Aley 
Green and Caddington Woods.

Like its predecessor, it will be delivered ten times per year, excluding the 
months of August and January.

It will also be made available on-line, via the Parish Council website.

Can you help?
Could you create content for the magazine - perhaps you have a hobby or 
interest that you could share with others.

Do you have photographs of the village and its surroundings that we could fea-
ture? Are you a whizz at Adobe ‘InDesign’?

Could you deliver the magazine ten times per year, to few houses close to where 
you live?

Perhaps you would like to advertise your business?

Contact John at        caddvillmag@gmail.com
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CADDINGTON SCOUT GROUP NEWS
For the uninitiated, the Caddington Scout Group began in 1938 and con-
tinues at its Headquarters on Dunstable Road.

Scouting helps prepare young people with ‘Skills for Life’, and everyone is 
welcome.

All Sections are now for boys and girls. 

The Beavers Section is for Young People aged 6 to 8 Years Old, which 
runs on Friday evenings from 6:00 to 7:15. They start their big adventure 
in Scouting by trying new activities and making new friends.

In the last year, Beavers have :

• Had an Activity Day including Pedal Cars and an Assault Course
• Done their Cycling Badge at Houghton Hall Park
• Played Blindfold Football
• Made a Flower Display for the late Queen’s Jubilee Celebration at 
 All Saints Church
• Done a Litter Pick at Slip End Church

Cubs are for Young People from 8 to 9 Years Old, which runs on Tuesday
Evenings from 6:30 to 7:45.

Wolves  are for those from 9  to 10 ½ Years Old

On Thursday Evenings from 6:30 to 7:45. Cubs and Wolves run a joint, 
exciting and varied programme with lots of fun and plenty of challenges.

In the last year, Cubs and Wolves have :

• Had a Camp incluing Bug Hunting.
• Had a talk on Dunstable Downs by a representative from the London Gliding 

Club
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• Completed the Astronomer badge at Putteridge Bury Observatory
• Had Soapbox Races at Stockwood.
• Had a Fire Engine visit the HQ.
• Cleaned the road signs around the village

Scouts meet on Monday evenings 7:15 to 9:00 for 10 to 14 Year Olds.

Scouts master new skills, go on adventures, explore the World around them, 
help others and ‘Make a Difference’.

In the last year, Scouts have:

• Had a camp including Climbing and Abseiling.
• Tree Planting at Bromham Scouts Camp Site
• Leaf clearing at the Whipsnade Tree Cathedral

If you are interested in joining our group please contact 
Rita Tims ( ritatims@sky.com )  01582 418 014
We also welcome additions to our Team of Leaders and Occasional Helpers

AJB CONTRACTS

 Kitchens - design, supply & fit
 Bathrooms
 Carpentry
 House Refurbishment
 Building Works
 Garage Conversions
 Public Liability Insurance
 Over 35 years experience

If you are looking for a local, reliable and 
trustworthy company, then please get in contact 

to discuss your project.

Alan Barton 
M: 07802 294144  T: 01582 699324
E: alanbarton1@sky.comFind us on facebook
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Library Roadshow

enjoy our free story & rhyme time at 11.30am & 2pm
join the library (its free!)
find out about downloading ebooks, audiobooks, magazines and
newspapers for free
find out about how you can "click & collect" books from your
closest library
choose a book to take home

Drop in and

Caddington Sports and Social Club
Mon 27 Feb 11am to 3pm

Discover a world of possibilities with a library card

Everyone who comes along will also get the chance to
 win £100 Amazon voucher in our prize draw

Venue address: Sports and Social Club, Manor Rd, Caddington, Luton LU1 4HH

Free tea, coffee and soup will be available as part of the
Warm Spaces initiative from Caddington Sports & Social

Club, Caddington Parish Council and the Co-op.

Small Acts of Kindness will be there with some Warm in Winter
bags to give out (available on a first come first served basis). 
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Caddhist – Caddington Local History Group
November 2022 - Meeting report
Michael Gilbert – ‘Around the World for 18 old pence’

Michael’s first visit to Caddhist was in 2015 when he spoke of the Crystal Palace 
and The Great Exhibition of 1851. After this closed, it became fashionable to 
hold large exhibitions almost year by year.  

They were held in large glass halls, most of which were eventually
destroyed by fire.  For example, Alexandra Palace opened on 24 th  May 1873 
and burned down sixteen days later.

Michael’s presentation covered subsequent events, such as the 1885 Inventions
Exhibition.  Over three million people attended to see innovations such as 
folding tables.

This was followed by Olympia, opened as The Agricultural Hall in 1886.  It had 
a huge glass and metal roof with a span of 52 metres.  In 1891, the area was 
flooded to turn it into ‘Venice’, an aquatic show with canals, dancers and a choir 
of eight hundred.

Military, Fire Fighting and Colonial events followed in various locations, 
including Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show in Earls Court.
 
In 1908, as a result of Vesuvius erupting, The Summer Olympic Games were 
relocated from Rome to London.  In a short time, the White City stadium 
was built to accommodate them. Constructed by George Wimpey at a cost of 
£80.000 and was for years one of the largest in Britain.
 
Michael told of Aero, Imperial and Franco British Exhibitions finishing with the 
1911 Festival of Empire, the biggest exhibition held at Crystal Palace since its 
opening. 

The title of his presentation “Around The World For 18p” was inspired by this 
huge event as 18d (or 1/6) was the price paid to ride on a train on the ‘All Red 
Route’ that took visitors on a tour of the site through the scenery and buildings 
of countries of the Empire.  By the time it closed in October 1911, 4 – 5 million 
people had visited.

 Michael obviously had many more stories to tell – anecdotes about all the 
exhibitions, but time ran out – so left for another time ?
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info@4homeheating.co.uk | www.4homeheating.co.uk
56 Holly Farm Close, Luton, Bedfordshire, LU1 4ET

Get In Touch 01582 487 111

• Boiler Installations
• Boiler Repairs
• Boiler Servicing
• Gas Boilers

• Smart Controls
• Unvented Hot Water
• Water Cylinders
• 12 Year Guarantees Available

• LPG Boilers
• Landlord Safety Certificates
• Oil Boilers
• Power Flushing



CHAT AND COFFEE   We are open every Monday from 10am till 12 at 
the Heathfield Centre. If you haven’t been before do drop in. Good coffee 

and plenty of chat! 

MENS GROUP  We meet every Thursday 10 till 12 at the Heathfield 
Centre. Drop in and see us- you will be sure of a warm welcome.  Quiz, 

snooker, darts and table-tennis.

SEATED EXERCISES   Come along to the Heathfield Centre on Tuesday 
at 11.am. Good fun, good exercise and stimulating. 

BINGO First Monday of the month- 2pm at the Heathfield Centre. £5 
for 6 games. Flyer and raffle. Everyone welcome. Next date – Monday 

February 6th 

WALKING GROUP – Dates for walks this year are as follows: 

  Wed 15th March                  Fri 14th April                  Wed 17th May

Fri 16th June                           Wed 12th July                   Fri 18th August

         Wed 13th Sept                      Wed 18th Oct       Wed 15th Nov

For further information about February’s walk, please call the Careline

GENERAL INFORMATION The Careline is switched on every weekday 
from 9.00am till 4.30pm. If you need help with shopping, a lift to a medical 

appointment, help with a small household task, help with a computer or 
paperwork or someone just to call round, please call the above number. 
WHEELCHAIRS – We have wheelchairs available for short term loan.  

Jane Payton  (Chairman) 

www.caddingtoncare.com

email: caddingtoncare@gmail.com
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Caddington Youth Football
We are Caddington Youth Football, an FA Accredited 2 star club, and we 
are based at the Caddington Sports and social club. We run Boys & Girls 
teams from Under 8s up to U15s, all teams with qualified coaches and 
managers. We also run a Saturday morning training and fun session for 
what we call a “young ones group” this is a free coaching session which 
is open to boys & girls from 6yrs old.
 
During the spring and summer we also run “Wildcats” coaching sessions 
for Girls from 5-11yrs. This is an FA inspired scheme to allow girls to play 
football, make friends and have fun. These are run at the Caddington 
Sports club on Saturday mornings.
 
We also have strong links with Caddington Village School. We share 
some pitches with them for our younger teams.
 
Being an FA Accredited 2 star club we have to maintain a high standard 
regarding the way the club is run and managed.  All our coaches have 
to achieve various qualifications in  an introduction to football coaching 
courses, first aid, complete a child safeguarding course and of course 
are DBS checked. During the summer we run our own 5 – a – side 
tournament where we invite local teams to come along for a day of 
competition and fun.
 
 
Our aim is to provide a safe and happy environment where boys & girls 
come together to  play football and make friends.
 
www.caddingtonfc.co.uk
 
Contacts;
Colin OBrien Chairman – 07746 124 632
Dave Bilston Secretary - 07723 320 055
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Caddington Garage
Manor Road, Caddington, Luton, Bedfordshire LU1 4ED

Tyryyes - Exhausts - MOT
Servicing - Repairs

01582 411141

Tyres  -  Exhausts  -  M.O.T.
Servicing  -  Repairs

C U TT I N G
CREW
0 1 5 8 2  4 5 9 0 8 9

5 a ,  M a n o r  R d ,  C a d d i n g t o n ,  L u t o n ,  L U 1  4 E E

Caddington Library - Held alternate Thursdays 10am -12pm 
In the allotments hut, off Folly lane. Large selection of books, jigsaws, 

audio books. For a minimal charge. Tea, coffee is available.  
FOLLOWING DATES -Thursday 2nd March, Thursday 16th March etc.

St. Thomas the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
 

The village has a Catholic Church located next to the Sports and Social Club in 
Manor Road. An evening Vigil Mass is celebrated each Saturday at 5.00pm.
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Caddington Gardening Club
Caddington Gardening Club is a friendly group, meeting monthly to 
enjoy a shared interest in gardening , swap ideas, discuss gardening 
successes, the odd failure and pass on advice. 

We have monthly speakers, some social events and summertrips to 
fascinating gardens.

We meet at The Baptist Hall, Luton Road, Caddington on the second 
Tuesday of the month. Our next meeting is on March 14 th at 7:30.

We are a friendly and inclusive group and welcome new members and 
visitors.

Planned events this year, talks and visits:

March 14th  Hardy Geraniums by Jaqueline Aviolet
April 11th  Wisley Gardens by Andrew Barber
May 9th  Committee Open Gardens

End of May, date to be confirmed, Plant Sale on The Green

June 13th  Dazzling Dahlias by Nick Dobson
July 11th  Trip to Hyde Hall Date T.B.C.
August 8th  Happy, Healthy House Plants by Geoff Hodge
September 12th The World of Plants by John Tyler
October 10th  A.G.M. plus entertainment



Caddington W.I.
We meet on the First Tuesday of each month at the Caddington Sports and 
Social Club on Manor Road, starting at 7.30 pm.

Our Christmas Party was great fun. Each member brought along a plate of 
food for a buffet later.  We played several games including the Under the Chair 
game.  Hilarious.  

Later that week we had a Group Meeting at the Heathfield Centre. Other 
Institutes joined us. Studham, Houghton Regis, Dunstable, and Eaton Bray.  We 
hosted the evening and provided supper. Each Institute had a 15 minute slot to 
perform some entertainment for us.  Poems and stories were told and we acted 
in Goldilocks and the Three Bears. Carol Hardy was Daddy Bear, Mummy Bear 
had gone out and Baby Bear was Sharon Goode. Sharon was thrown in at the 
last minute as our original Baby Bear had covid and couldn’t come along. It was 
very funny and brought us all a laugh.

We listened to Natalia from Ukraine as she told us what it has been like and is 
like now living in Ukraine.  We were upset upon hearing her stories.  We had 
a collection and raised £94. to help with transport, fuel, food, and clothing.  
Natalia was very grateful.   So far they have managed to send 7  lorries contain-
ing 80 tonnes of goods across to help.  Natalia helps at the Luton branch of the 
Association of Ukrainians in Great Britain, 16 Cromwell Road, LU2 7PY. and 
there is a box for people to put their donations when closed.  They need warm 
clothing, thermals, socks gloves, etc, and dry/tinned food,  tea, coffee, etc.  If 
you feel like helping pop along and chat with the people.  You may even get a 
piece of Ukrainian cake!

Later that evening we held a bag auction. This raised a few eyebrows when 
members looked into their bags!
The final event of the night was a game of bingo. Much hilarity ensued with balls 
escaping off the table and the bingo ticket numbers going up to 90, although 
there were only 75 balls to be drawn from the spinning cage.  With this slight 
hiccup dismissed,  we continued with the rest of the game.  Note to future bingo 
caller, watch out for No. 1 which looks very much like No. 7. Oops!
                                                                                                                                                          
Linda Edwards
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Mallard Cres
Slip End 

Village School

Stockwood 
Discovery Park

Aldi

SKIMPOT

CHAUL END

FARLEY HILL

LUTON

CAPABILITY
GREEN

CADDINGTON

WOODSIDE

Connections 
to L&D Busway

Bus connections 
to Harpenden

Items and adverts for the next issue (March) to us by 3rd March

Views expressed by our contributors are not the editor’s own

Contact ‘The Villager’ by email to     caddvillmag@gmail.com

‘The Villager’ is grateful to our advertisers. Please support them.
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Carol’s Cookery Corner
This is a quick and easy soup – great for this time of year.

Leek & Potato soup

Ingredients

500g/1lb leeks
500g/1lb potatoes
1 chicken or vegetable stock cube
1 litre or (1 and 1/4 pints) of water or milk, or a mix of both
Salt and pepper to taste
Chopped parsley to garnish (optional)

Method

1. Chop the potatoes into small cubes. 
(if you prefer you can peel the potatoes first)

2. Wash the leeks well to remove any soil present, and cut in half lengthways.

3. Slice into 1cm/1/4inch pieces.

4. Put the vegetables into a pan, and add the liquid, stock cube, and season-
ing.

5. Bring to the boil, and simmer until the vegetables are soft.

6. Serve like this, or if you prefer liquidise or use a stickblender to make a 
smooth soup.

7. Taste and adjust the seasoning if necessary.

8. Sprinkle parsley if you wish, or some grated cheese.

9. Serve with crusty bread.
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Caddington Men’s Club Quiz
Caddington Men’s Club meets every Thursday from 10 until 12-o-clock at the 
Heathfield Centre.

Pool, table-tennis, darts and a quiz are regular activities. Plus the occasional 
Giant Jenga. A friendly bunch and you’ll fit in nicely.

Here are some of our quiz questions for you to try - answers on page 25

1. Which is furthest west, Liverpool or Edinburgh?
2. Which is the only country’s name that contains all the vowels?
3. What is the name of the groove, that runs down from your nose to 

your mouth?
4. What is the name of the metal tag that can be found at the end of 

shoelaces?
5. How many teeth are there in a full human adult set?
6. Who had a No.1 in the 60s with “Everlasting Love”?
7. Which country’s currency is the lev?
8. In which country was scientist Marie Curie born?
9. Which London based football team has the nickname “The Bees”?
10. What was the pen name of author Eric Blair?

COLLINGS-WELLS V.C. MEMORIAL HALL
Chaul End Road

For your meetings - children’s parties - classes,
training or practice sessions - keep fit etc.

For regular or occasional hire call Mike Wager - 01582 417659
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What The Papers Say

13th February 1839

6th April 1878

1900
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The People Of Caddington in 1911

The National Census was taken on the evening of 2nd April 1911

The census enumerator for Caddington was George Hyde, a school 
master, who lived in the school house on Chaul End Lane (now Road). 
George was fully involved with village life, as he was at times, on the 
board of guardians for the Luton Workhouse and also the Parish Clerk.

The oldest person in the village was Charles Prince, an army pensioner 
and widower. Charles was eighty-five years old.

The youngest person was Basil Mardle of Little Green farm and he was 
six days old. (continued on next page)



At the time, most residents were either involved with farming, 
brickmaking or associated with all the stages of straw hat 
manufacturing.

On occasions, school didn’t restart at the usual time in September, as 
so many youngsters were involved in the gathering and processing of 
straw.

You see many surnames that continue in the village to the present day.

Mardle, Burgess, Chamken, Swain, Austin, Bunyan, Ginger, Godfrey, 
Cripps etc.

Amos Darts was our local ‘bobby’ and there were several retired 
Police Officers living in Aley Green. All had apparently served in the 
Metropolitan Police.

Some given names are no longer in fashion and include - Bertha, 
Alginon, Blanche, Eli, Erastus, Ezra, Claude, Hephzibah and Zilpah - 
Who knows, they might become popular again?

Chiltern Home Improvements
Working in the village for over 30 Years

uPVC Windows / Doors
• Tilt and Turn Window Options

• Contemporary Designs with beautifully smooth operations
• Fully Glazed, Part Glazed and Fully Panelled Doors

• Patio and French Doors Available
• Classical And Contemporary Conservatories

• Bifold Doors with wide range of colours, low mobility thresholds, anti-finger-
trap Hinges and Advanced Security Systems

Telephone - 01582 932 038
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AFC Caddington
AFC Caddington who play out of Caddington Sports and Social Club play in 
the Spartan South Midlands League Division 2.

This is the clubs first season in the league, and brings back Spartan League 
football to the village after some years.

The people involved are Chairman Nick Archer, Secretary Daz Bloor and 
Treasurer is Steve Whiting, all 3 have many years of experience in semi 
professional football with clubs such as Harpenden, Hendon and St Albans.  

Others who the club rely on matchdays so that it runs smoothly are Jo 
Simmons, Nicki Bloor and Alan Crump, with Jatin Guntupalli sorting the 
social media. Social Club legend Tony Holmes ensures the pitch is playable, 
and the President is also a Caddington football legend in Fred Rook.

Caddington Recreational Association have been supportive from the start, 
and the football club thank all the committee for that help and assistance.

The club also has a development side, run by John Miles and Dave Bilston 
who play in the Leighton Sunday League. 
 
The aim at the start was to give local players an opportunity to play in a 
semi-professional environment, alongside more experienced lads, hopefully 
develop and push on to even an even higher standard.

The clubs next step is to become more established within the area, work 
closer with Caddington Youth, who are the main youth side in the village and 
growing year on year and to provide a pathway for them into senior football.
 
Up coming home fixture in February is: Sat 25th v Old Bradwell Utd in the 
League Cup 3pm KO.

Feel free to contact the club on     theoaks1973@gmail.com    for trials, 
sponsorship or just getting involved with a local side.
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Caddington Parish Council

Website: www.caddington.com
Contact: email clerk@caddington.com

Telephone : 07912 298 141

Meetings

Residents are welcome to attend Caddington Parish Council Meetings held at 
the Heathfield Centre.
The next meeting will take place from 7:30pm on Monday 13 th March.

Please visit our website or take a look at the notice board on Manor Road 
between ‘Cutting Crew’ and ‘Nice Baps’ approximately a week before each 
meeting to view the agenda.

Grants Available

Caddington Parish Council welcomes grant applications from Voluntary and 
Community groups and Organisations for expenditure that will, in the opinion 
of the Council, bring direct benefit to Caddington or any part of it or all or some 
of its inhabitants. Grants cannot be made to individuals or used for political 
purposes.

Please complete the Grant Aid Application form available on our website, or 
email/telephone the Clerk for a paper copy.
All applications must be received by 28th February and will be awarded at the 
April Annual Parish Meeting.

Report Street Issues

You can now report and track highways and environment problems via 
FixMyStreet. Reports are sent directly to Central Bedfordshire Council to 
investigate and report back on.
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Issues that can be reported on Fix My Street include potholes, faulty 
street lights, draining or flooding problems, damaged pavements, faulty 
traffic lights, overgrown trees and hedges, obstructions in the
road, damaged or missing road signs or other street furniture, damaged 
bus stops and bus shelters.

Local and Parish Council Elections

There will be all-out local and parish elections this year on Thursday 
4th May.
If you are interested in standing as a councillor, you can find more 
information on standing in local and parish elections on the Electoral 
Commission website https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/

Nomination papers can be requested from 
electoral.registration@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk and
must be delivered by hand to Priory House, Monks Walk, Chicksands 
SG17 5TQ by 4pm on Tuesday 4 April.

Please email electoral.registration@centralbedfordshire.go.uk or 
Telephone: 0300 300 8052 for more information.

Parish Councillors & Email Addresses

Chairman Mark Russell   mark.russell@caddington.com
Vice Chair Matthew Tomlin   matthew.tomlin@caddington.com
Planning Chair Andy Palmer   andy.palmer@caddington.com
Heather Palmer    heather.palmer@caddington.com
Bob Fitzsimmons    bob.fitzsimmons@caddington.com
Shirley Smith     shirley.smith@caddington.com
Roy Catford     roy.catford@caddington.com
Alan Goodyear    alan.goodyear@caddington.com
Vicky Malone     vicky.malone@caddington.com
Mick Mackey     mick.mackey@caddington.com
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Your Central Beds Councillors

Contact Details

Cllr Kevin Collins

kevin.collins@centralbedforshire.gov.uk

Cllr Eddie Perry

eddie.perry@centralbedforshire.gov.uk

Another Success For CADS
Yet again, the Caddington Amateur Dramatic Society produced a great show at 
the Heathfield Centre

Fabulous sets, lighting, choreography and acting, in their production of ‘The 
Good Life’.

They do say that you should never act with children or animals - as they can 
steal the limelight. Case in point, Geraldine the goat, who we believe will soon 
have her own Facebook page?
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Caddington Men’s Club - Quiz Answers
1. Edinburgh
2. Mozambique
3. Philtrum
4. Aglet
5. 32
6. Love Affair
7. Bulgaria
8. Poland
9. Brentford F.C.
10. George Orwell

Caddington - Crime Stats – January 2023
05 January PUBLIC FEAR ALARM OR DISTRESS  Manor Road

06 January ASSAULT WITH INJURY    Kestrel Grove

08 January BURGLARY - BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY  Chaul End Village

12 January ASSAULT WITH INJURY    Mallard Crescent

  OTHER THEFT     Chaul End Road

20 January THEFT OR UNAUTH TAKING OF PEDAL CYCLE Dunstable Road

21 January OTHER THEFT     Mallard Crescent

23 January ASSAULT WITHOUT INJURY   Manor Road

24 January ASSAULT WITHOUT INJURY   Five Oaks

25 January THEFT IN A DWELLING OTHER AUTO MACH Mancroft Road

26 January ASSAULT WITH INJURY    Mallard Crescent

30 January CRIMINAL DAMAGE TO A VEHICLE   The Green

  HARASSMENT     Undisclosed

  PUBLIC FEAR ALARM OR DISTRESS  The Green
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Keith Lewis
MCFHP, MAFHP

Visiting Foot Health Practitioner
“friendly foot care for all the family”

TEL:  01582 483667

Nail Trimming ~ Corn Removal ~ Ingrown Toenails

Hard Skin Removal ~ Verruca Treatment ~ Cryotherapy

Nail Reconstruction ~ Diabetic Footcare

CHARISMA Ladies and Gentlemen Hair and Beauty Salon
43b Elm Avenue, Caddington. LU1 4HS

Opening Times

Monday Closed
Tuesday 9-5
Wednesday 9-1
Thursday 9-7
Friday  9-6
Saturday 8-3

Easy Parking
Chiropody

Check out Charisma on Facebook

and now at

www.charisma-caddington.co.uk

SWIFTCLEAR PEST MANAGEMENT SERVICES

A local Caddington based company

Rats, Mice, Ants, Wasps, Bed Bugs, Cockroaches etc..
BPCA qualified technicians - Free quotations - Competitive rates

Contact Phil on - 07795 150020 or 01582 459878

Email us at - phil@swiftclear.net
Visit our WEB site - www.swiftclear.net
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Call Suzanne on 07718 301118



Town&Country
SUCCESSFULLY

SELLING & LETTING
PROPERTIES ACROSS

CADDINGTON & SLIP END
FOR

25 YEARS

Call and speak to a member of
our experienced team today

Town & Country
1 Manor Road | Caddington | LU1 4EE

01582 841200


