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Minutes of the Caddington Parish Council Meeting held at 
Heathfield Centre on 11th July 2022

Present: Parish Councillors M Russell (Chair), B Fitzsimmons, A Goodyear, V Malone, S Smith, R Catford, M Mackey,
A Palmer, H Palmer, Clerk M Whiting, CBC Ward Cllr E Perry, 21 members of public
Public participation: 
Grass verge on Dunstable Road leading from Manshead School to village needs cutting. Report to CBC
What was Chaul End Road closure for? CBC Highways repairs, currently loose chippings

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies received and accepted from Parish Cllr M Tomlin (family commitment)
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Russell declared an interest in payments for authorisation & agenda item 13
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 13th June 2022 were a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
4. PLANNING 
CB/22/01966/FULL The Cricketers, Manor Road, Caddington, Luton, LU1 4EE

Demolition of existing Public House and erection of a new building incorporating 9 flats with associated parking.

OBJECT on the grounds of overdevelopment and the potential threat to the livelihood of businesses and retail outlets.

Whilst we understand the applicant feels the need to maximise the potential of the footprint of the property by putting in 9 new dwellings, we feel this is over development because the size of the new building means there is insufficient parking spaces and visitor parking spaces. According to policy, there should be at least 23 parking spaces. The proposal is for 9 parking spaces and 3 visitor spaces. This will mean there could be up to11 vehicles now using the surrounding roads to park.

The potential 11 new parking vehicles will have an impact on all the neighbouring businesses and retail outlets because they will have to find spaces in Orchard Close and out the front of the new development. This will have an impact on the doctor’s surgery and the pharmacy, businesses, and outlets around the green. The Neighbourhood Plan and the Local Plan state that we have got to protect this part of the community.

The new development is close to the border of our conservation area and it will impact in a way that is seen to be intrusive by way of its design. The properties on the village green are two storey, with no dormers visual to the front whereas the proposed design incorporates 2 storey and 3 storey with dormer windows overlooking neighbouring properties. We feel that this makes the design unacceptable. There is in particular an overlooking and privacy issue for 2 Manor Road and they have sent in their own objections to the application. We also feel that this proposal is unacceptable because it could have an impact on the centre of our village from the doctors’ surgery to the estate agents on the corner of Dunstable Road in a way that a financial burden by losing parking and footfall could mean we could lose some of our businesses and shops. 

Additional considerations are that there is no outside amenity space or soft landscaping, there is a TPO on tree adjacent to site at Spice 23A Manor Road which could be impacted on. Demolition and construction at this site will cause mess, noise and absolute chaos to the village by effectively closing Manor Road footpath and highway. If approved, conditions must be applied to ensure consideration of neighbouring properties and lessen impact on adjacent footpaths and highways.

Caddington has met its housing targets up to 2035 and over 219 more than predicted. Heathfield is still to be developed providing even more housing. The local plan has met its housing target and its windfall sites, so why would we need 9 more flats in Caddington. Our Neighbourhood Plan should be strong enough to refuse this application and protect our parish from developments that residents don’t want.

5. PROGRESS UPDATE FROM LAST MEETING 
No matters to report.
6. CADDINGTON WATCH & POLICE
Clerk circulated Police crime data spreadsheets link to Cllrs. 12 offences reported since last meeting.
Cllr Fitzsimmons read out full crime stats. Streetwatch, Dogwatch & Speedwatch are all operating frequently.
PCSO Laura Tuck 7582 was meant to attend the meeting tonight but apologies were received just before the meeting.
CCTV footage was passed to Police 4/7 to assist with their investigations into robberies & assault.

7. CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

Ward Cllr Perry advised Ward Cllr Collins in Westminster and unlikely to make meeting. Cllr Perry has supported refusal of the Cricketers planning application based on insufficient parking and impact on local businesses. Application will be decided by Planning officer, not committee, as classed as minor development with only 9 units. He believes Cllr Collins will support Parish Council views but it is difficult as he is Portfolio holder for planning. This does not mean however he is in charge of the department and he is not a planner. Understands that residents want assurances that their views are represented and supported. Cllr Collins has previously assured he is not involved with the applicant or developer and if there are any accusations, these should be made to the monitoring officer and to the Police.
It was AGREED to ask Ward Cllr Collins for his views on Cricketers planning application and if he will have a conflict of interest if he supports the Parish Council and residents’ objections 

Dunstable Library is now open 7 days a week

CBC are pushing forward with electric vehicle charge points. By 2035 it is predicted that 50% of vehicles will be electric. All new developments will require charging points.
8. BRICK BUS SHELTER GLAZING

Sally Wileman, CBC Customer & Service Improvement Manager, advised by email on 15th June that she has consulted with senior manager and ward Councillor and can share the Council’s definitive position.   

‘We have given the proposal a lot of consideration and tried hard to find a compromise.  Unfortunately we have been unable to resolve our original concerns about safety and cannot agree to your request to glaze the brick shelter.’  

9. HEATHFIELD CENTRE

Will Noton at New Vista Homes understands the community wish to retain the clock tower and section of building around there encompassing the hall/ kitchen area etc. They are working this into plans for the site, but until they are a little further down the line there is no point currently carrying out any public consultation as nothing to present. 
NVH will look to consult with the PC and HF prior to a fuller consultation thereafter, however still a few months away from that stage.

11. CADDINGTON VILLAGE SHOW 
No village show has been organised for this September. Cllr Malone will discuss with Sports & Social Club and hopes to gather a group of volunteers to organise for next year.
12. CHRISTMAS LIGHT SWITCH ON 

It was AGREED Christmas light switch on will be held on Saturday 26th November and organized again in conjunction with The Chequers.
13. VILLAGE GREEN ACCESS ROAD STUMP REGROWTH 

It was AGREED to request Village Garden Services to reduce by a third for £80 + VAT.
14. CHRISTMAS LIGHTS  

It was AGREED to accept Electrafit quotes to install new cable and LED lighting to tree number 746 on The Green £3172+ VAT (costing also includes labour and access equipment to check existing lighting in the other trees), supply & fit weatherproof spur unit to each existing tree £705.34+VAT, & supply & fit 2 additional lights to new village sign £447.92+VAT.
Clerk to enquire if able to apply for CBC Community Assets Grant Scheme match funding and seek contractor to dig trench for cable to tree and routing out wooden post on sign.
15. GREEN TREE

CBC planning agreed removed rowan tree can be replaced with fruit trees. Majestic Trees quoted £395.60 + VAT for a replacement Rowan tree.
It was AGREED to obtain fruit tree quotes from Majestic to discuss at September meeting for planting in autumn.
Dave Goode & family have requested permission to plant a Rowan tree on the village green and bury Gill Goode’s ashes underneath. They also wish to provide some memorial seating. Defer discussion to September. 
It was AGREED Village Garden Services to mulch newly planted trees to help them retain water in current heatwave. 

16. ALLOTMENT DITCH

Cllr Russell will meet with contractors to obtain quotes for discussion at September meeting.
17. POND
Cherryfield Ecology were commissioned to undertake a check of the pond for protected wildlife species as the Parish Council wishes to undertake maintenance works to the pond in its portfolio. 

The checks took place on 14th June and the full report was circulated to all Councillors.

The pond and surrounds were checked for protected wildlife and any wildlife issues that may cause an issue for the works to go ahead. No wildlife issues were found; however, it was noted that the pond was being used by mallard ducks and it is possible that they could use the site for nesting. At the time of survey, no nests were found and works should be undertaken outside of nesting season from March to August. In addition, a Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) was undertaken to assess the pond for its suitability for great crested newt (GCN) along with checks for eggs and efts using the pond. 

No eggs or efts were located in the pond, indicating that the pond is not used by GCN.

Recommended that Pond works are best undertaken from the end of September onwards and should be finished as soon as possible. In addition, the pond currently lacks any macrophyte vegetation and this will be down to the heavy shading from the surrounding trees. Removing, pollarding or coppicing these trees will allow light to reach the water surface and allow vegetation to establish itself within the pond. 

Cllr Russell to meet with contractors to obtain quotes for discussion at September meeting.
18. ROSPA
ROSPA play area and pond safety reports have just been received.
Clerk forwarded to Parish Warden and Parks & Pond group (Cllrs A Palmer, H Palmer, Russell, Tomlin & Malone) 
No high risk or urgent repairs required except for loose bolt on swing at Elm Park which VGS has repaired.
Skier in Elm Avenue had a broken part. Caloo quoted £335 + VAT for part. Cllr Tomlin welded and repaired for free.
It was AGREED Parks & Pond group to meet and advise Clerk to order any repairs required.
19. RUSHMORE LEASE

Solicitor has put forward questions to ask Diocese if would negotiate on rent, request price to purchase land, and what would they propose to do with the land if the Parish Council didn’t renew. No response has yet been received.
Rushmore MUGA lights have been turned off.

Caddington Sports and Social Club have declined MUGA as they do not want to lose any of the playing fields which would have an impact on the adult football pitches and the boundary area of the cricket field. Also cannot afford to lose any of the carpark as struggling with spaces at the moment.

Caddington Village School would be interested but need to find someone to dismantle and relocate to school.
20. PARISH WARDEN

Parish Warden job contract and description has been revised and signed & Cllr Tomlin purchased & fixed top box.
Unfortunately Warden fell off trike last week and hurt his back. He is currently self-certificated off sick & resting.

There were no obvious reasons for accident and Warden unsure too. CCTV footage and ground checked by Cllr Tomlin.

Vale Training Services Ltd in Aylesbury offer a one-day Brush cutter/trimmer course with additional battery training for £205 + VAT.

CBC rights of way team are responsible for arranging P3 volunteer training. ROW officer Lindsay Measures advised they are currently looking for a new training company due to inadequate service from previous providers. They haven’t used Vale training but would be interested in feedback. Looking to arrange a one day first aid training course in Flitwick and will send details to Clerk if Parish Warden wished to attend.  
It was AGREED Parish Warden to attend Vale Training course on Monday 25th July in Aylesbury £205 + VAT. Clerk to purchase & be reimbursed total £455.15 for DeWalt Hedge trimmer & battery £231.95 & grass trimmer £169.99, and additional H&S equipment required (safety goggles, visor, ear defenders, PPE, hazard tape) Screwfix £53.21.
21. CLERK IT EQUIPMENT
Clerk currently uses own personal laptop and keyboard which required emergency repair in June. Toddington Parish Council recently updated their Clerk and Assistant Clerk office equipment and recommended Andy’s IT help desk as best price & local providing home visits and support. Clerk’s own equipment is over 7 years old and found to be outdated, temperamental and a potential security risk. A comprehensive project summary was received and circulated to all Councillors prior to meeting. 
It was AGREED to purchase a new laptop from Dell budget approx. £1000. Andy’s IT help desk to provide services to move all data to new device and install relevant up to date software, reconfigure devise for email, install anti-virus, implement 3rd party back up, consolidate data into a secure and shareable company cloud using Microsoft SharePoint in case of equipment failure at a cost of approx. £600, plus monthly recurring costs for Microsoft and security software licenses approx. £20.
22. 1ST QUARTER SPEND AGAINST 2022/23 BUDGET & BANK RECONCILIATION 
	 
	2022/23
	 1st Qtr  
	Year End

	 
	Budget
	 Actual Spend 
	Predict

	Staff Costs
	 £       53,800.00 
	 £            13,394.09 
	 £            53,800.00 

	Administration
	 £       11,595.00 
	 £               6,596.75 
	 £            11,595.00 

	Allotments
	 £          4,600.00 
	 £                  316.89 
	 £              4,600.00 

	Amenities
	 £       55,000.00 
	 £               9,761.33 
	 £            55,000.00 

	Grants Sect 137
	 £          3,500.00 
	 £               3,302.30 
	 £              3,500.00 

	VAT
	 £          7,000.00 
	 £               1,512.03 
	 £              7,000.00 

	TOTAL SPEND
	 £     135,495.00 
	 £            34,883.39 
	 £          135,495.00 

	TOTAL EARMARKED
	 £     120,000.00 
	 £                            -   
	 £          120,000.00 

	
	
	
	

	Audited Bank Balance at 31.03.22
	 £   271,438.36 
	
	

	Plus Precept 2022.23
	 £   147,894.00 
	
	

	Plus approx. other income
	 £       7,000.00 
	
	

	Total
	 £   426,332.36 
	
	

	Less Budget 22/23 predicted spend
	 £   135,495.00 
	
	

	Balance left in bank accounts
	 £   290,837.36 
	
	

	 Less Earmarked funds 
	 £   120,000.00 
	
	

	Estimated Reserves at year end (recommend 1yr precept)
	 £   170,837.36 
	
	

	
	
	
	


The following bank reconciliation and accounts had been provided to Councillors prior to meeting:
	Balance at 31.03.22 b/fwd
	
	 £ 271438.36

	Plus receipts to 30.06.22
	
	 £  78923.44 

	Subtotal
	
	 £ 350361.80 

	Less payments to 30.06.22
	
	£34883.39

	CLOSING FUNDS BALANCE
	
	 £ 315478.41 

	Represented by balance 30.06.22
	
	

	Unity Bank Account 
	
	 £ 315478.41 


In accordance with Financial Regulation 2.2, Cllr V Malone signed the bank reconciliation and the original bank statements as evidence of verification.
23. CORRESPONDENCE

CBC Temporary Footpath Closure FP8 14/7/22 – 14/1/23 – 30/6 fwd to Cllrs

CBC Temporary Hyde Road Closure 11-13/7/22 – 23/6 fwd to Cllrs

CBC Temporary Dunstable Road/Millfield Lane Road Closure Dates TBC – 23/6 fwd to Cllrs

CBC Consultation on Electric Vehicle Charging & Forest of Marston Vale 15/6-28/7/22– 20/6 fwd to Cllrs
CBC Planning CB/TRE/22/00324 TPO 254-268 Mancroft Rd 24/6 Fwd to planning committee
Harlequin Group Consultation, Proposed Installation of telecoms apparatus South of Luton Airport – 8/7 fwd to Cllrs
CBC New Deputy Lieutenant Appointment for Bedfordshire Mrs Helen Nellis MA (Barrister) – 11/7 fwd to Cllrs


24. AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS
It was RESOLVED by full council to authorise the following accounts for online payment.  
	Date
	Payment
	Payable to:
	Payment Details
	 Total 

	01/07/2022
	SO
	Staff Costs
	Salaries, PAYE, Pension
	£4,308.20

	01/07/2022
	SO
	Village Garden Services
	Ground maintenance 
	 £     801.74 

	01/07/2022
	DD
	EDF Energy
	Rushmore Park Electricity 
	 £      12.00 

	01/07/2022
	DD
	Castle Water
	Allotment  
	 £      60.63 

	01/07/2022
	SO
	John Dudley
	Allotment management 
	 £      45.00 

	24/07/2022
	SO
	James Macpherson
	CCTV service contract
	 £     200.00 

	24/07/2022
	DD
	O2
	Clerk & Warden phones
	 £      61.24 

	11/07/2022
	Transfer
	M Whiting
	Reimburse Clerk Expenses & Salary balance 
	 £      38.55 

	11/07/2022
	Transfer
	M Whiting
	Reimburse Hedge Trimmer & Brush strimmer
	 £     401.94 

	11/07/2022
	Transfer
	M Whiting
	Reimburse equipment for Parish Warden 
	 £      53.21 

	11/07/2022
	Transfer
	Heathfield Friends
	Hall Hire for parish council meetings
	 £      30.00 

	11/07/2022
	Transfer
	Cherryfield Ecology
	Wildlife & Great Crested Newt survey at Pond 50%
	 £     298.80 

	11/07/2022
	Transfer
	Bidwells LLP
	Rushmore park rent
	 £     100.00 

	11/07/2022
	Transfer
	Treedom Treecare
	Remove dead tree on green & emergency pond work
	 £     190.00 

	11/07/2022
	Transfer
	Play Safety Ltd
	Rospa play area & pond safety inspections
	 £     411.60 

	 
	 
	 
	Total
	 £  7,012.91 


Public participation

Paul Deacock,Caddington Sports and Social Club thanked parish council for dog bin which has now been installed.
Resident suggested Ward Councillors should hold surgeries at Heathfield rather than Caddington Woods as more central to the village allowing residents to walk. Also noted there is no Saturday bus service to Caddington Woods, therefore anyone without transport is unable to attend. Ward Cllr Perry happy to hold at Heathfield and will discuss with Cllr Collins.
Resident complained that parking round Dellfield Gardens/Manor Road is dangerous and potential Cricketers development will cause more chaos. Yellow lines are ignored, there’s not enough parking enforcement and Manor Road should be 20mph. Report to CBC.

Collingswells Close to vicarage bank at side is overgrown and needs cutting. Report to CBC.

Children from Manshead School walking to/from village should use bridleways through fields rather than Dunstable Road as no footpath and not a safe route to walk.
Members of the public were excluded from following item discussions due to confidential nature of business
10. VILLAGER & ORGANISATION OF THE YEAR 

Following discussions between Councillors, it was AGREED:

2022 Villager of the Year: Nigel Horn, with Special thanks & recognition to Raymond Gill
2022 Organisation of the Year: P3 Footpath group, with Special thanks & recognition to R B Builders
Chairman Russell will present a framed certificate to each at the Christmas light switch on event.

It was AGREED new plaque will be purchased and engraved with previous and 2022 awardees names. Also include past Chairmen Terry Oliver and Tony Hansen. This will be installed on the new village sign on the village green. 
Meeting Closed at 9:15pm
5
Signed by Presiding Chairman
--------------------------------------Date 12/09/2022

