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Minutes of the Caddington Parish Council Meeting held at 
Caddington Sports and Social Club on 14th March 2022

Present: Parish Councillors M Russell (Chair), M Tomlin, B Fitzsimmons, A Goodyear, V Malone, A Palmer, S Smith,
H Palmer, R Catford, J Bean, Clerk M Whiting, CBC Ward Cllrs Collins & Perry, 19 members of public
Public participation: 
Member of public thanked Council for resurfacing Chaul End Road. Councillors understand white lining will follow shortly.
Remaining stretch to golf club only required patching but Cllr Tomlin will check if any further works planned.

Cllr Tomlin will also follow up previous request to install a crossing near pedestrian access close to Luton Road junction.

What is happening with planning enforcement at dog training grounds? Ward Cllr Collins awaiting update from planning enforcement officer. If for private use only, then no permission required. If it is found being used for business use however, planning enforcement will take appropriate action.
What is happening with planning enforcement at Brick Kiln? Ward Cllr Collins advised several enforcement notices have been issued which have been appealed. These have not yet been determined by Planning Inspectorate.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
All members in attendance.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllrs Russell declared an interest in payments for authorisation & Cllrs Fitzsimmons, Catford and Tomlin in grants.
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 14th February 2022 were a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
4. PROGRESS UPDATE FROM LAST MEETING 
Items to be discussed under agenda.
5. CADDINGTON WATCH & POLICE
Clerk circulated Police crime data spreadsheets link to Cllrs. 14 offences reported since February meeting.
Cllr Fitzsimmons read out full crime stats and highlights from CaddWatch. 
6. CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

Ward Cllr Collins will update as appropriate under agenda items.
7. HEATHFIELD CENTRE

Following legionnaire testing, CBC's Asset Manager Sandra Winter has advised Heathfield Friends can now reopen. Currently completing some tasks and plan to reopen on Monday 21st March.

AGREED to relocate Parish Council meeting location to Heathfield Centre in order to support facility. 
8. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

AGREED Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Monday 11th April 2021 8:15pm at Heathfield Centre. The April full council meeting will be held prior to this at 7:30pm. Grant recipients will be invited. Clerk to request the Heathfield Friends to provide a buffet and wine for approx. 80 people. If they are unable to assist, items will be purchased from local outlets. All refreshments purchased for Parish Meeting will be reimbursed on production of receipts/invoice.
9. BRICK BUS SHELTER

Heathfield Friends will purchase items required and forward receipts for parish council to reimburse any expenditure.

Ward Cllr Collins will follow up parish council request waive legal fees and grant permission to install glazed windows.
10. AIRPORT CONSULTATION
Cllrs Catford & Smith attended the Luton Rising (owners of London Luton Airport) statutory consultation on its long-term proposals to expand the airport at Slip End Village Hall on Saturday 5th March. The proposal is to increase the capacity of the airport to 32 million passengers per year, by building a new terminal and making the best use of the existing runway.
Main considerations are noise nuisance and compensation, air quality and environment impact, increased traffic volumes and possible devaluation of house prices.
AGREED Councillors to complete online consultation individually to increase numbers of responders & each individual view to be taken into consideration. Link is available on parish website and encourage all residents to respond.
11. GREAT BRITISH SPRING CLEAN

Beavers Leader Rita Tims proposed Saturday 26th March from 2pm. Caddington Village School Eco-team will organise some litter picking around the school grounds and paths which surround the school last week of term.
AGREED to arrange the ‘Great British Spring Clean’ event on Saturday 26th March meeting at Heathfield. Clerk to request Heathfield Friends to assist with organisation and order litter pickers and supplies required.
12. QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 
Jubilee working party Cllrs Malone, Tomlin, Smith & Fitzsimmons have met & now also includes 2 residents. Proposed date of Thursday 2nd June from 12-8pm. Local business Glen Eden will fund event which will include live bands and entertainment. Understand Caddington Woods are planning a jubilee event on Saturday 4th June.
AGREED parish council permits use of the village green for a community jubilee event on Thursday 2nd June. Thank Glen Eden for funding facilities and entertainment. Cllr Tomlin has submitted a road closure request through CBC.
13. RURAL MATCH FUNDING
CBC Rural Match Funding application process is now open for inclusion for the 2022/23 and 2023/24 programme of works. AGREED Cllr Tomlin to complete and submit an application for an additional parking bay in Hyde Road.
14. CBC S106 FUNDS

Under Section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Planning Officers are responsible for negotiating and securing Planning Obligations and Section 106 (S106) contributions from developers as a result of a new development. Monitoring reports are produced by CBC which show details of secured and received contributions for each Parish. Each Section 106 Agreement states how to spend contributions and where a specific purpose has been written into the agreement, the contribution must legally be used for that purpose only.

There is currently £519,252.59 available from CBC under S106 SPOR Sports Contribution from Chaul End application number CB/14/02515 total, to be spent by 2026. This funding can only be spent on outdoor sports facilities. CBC policy officer has supplied a summary of outdoor sports examples to consider applying for at Caddington Sports and Social Club. Caddington Recreation Association can apply for this funding to assist with fencing planning application fees and also to fund the fence supply & installation. Caddington Recreation Association committee members, Cllrs Russell and Tomlin & Ward Cllr Collins will meet to discuss further and propose suitable projects in order to apply for funding.

Currently under S106 there is also £5,782.37 under LINF Informal Open Space, for spend on accessible natural green spaces, e.g. the pond, by October 2027 and also £23,711.63 under LOUT Outdoor Sport, for spend on e.g. new/replacement adult MUGA, new/replacement outdoor gym equipment etc, spend by October 2027

AGREED to delegate to Parks & Ponds representatives Cllrs A Palmer, H Palmer, Russell & Tomlin to discuss further and propose suitable projects in order to apply for funding.
15. 2022/23 GRANTS

£3500 is allocated in the 2022/23 budget under Section 137.
All application forms had been received by Councillors prior to the meeting.

 It was RESOLVED to award the following:

	Group
	Purpose
	Awarded 

	Caddington Scout Group
	Hike Tent
	 £   270.00 

	All Saints Church PCC
	2 x St George Flags
	 £   180.00 

	Caddington Pre-School
	Table & Chairs
	 £   325.20 

	Caddington Village Magazine
	Set aside Printing costs
	 £   600.00 

	Caddington Recreation Assc
	Play area
	 £   612.10 

	Collings Wells Hall
	Repointing of brickwork
	 £   500.00 

	Heathfield Friends
	Purchase lawn mower
	 £   525.00 

	Caddington School PTA
	Outdoor picnic bench 2 x £445
	 £   890.00 

	 
	Total given
	 £ 3,012.30 


Applications from Caddington St George’s Fun Day Committee and Caddington Youth Football Club can receive full funding for their applications from other sources. Clerk to advise and assist them with their applications if required.
Country Days application rejected due to, in Councillors opinion, expenditure not of direct benefit to Caddington.

16. POND: Discussed under agenda item 14.
17. BINS
AGREED to purchase following bins from Glasdon & Village Gardens Services to install:

1 x ‘Jubilee’ black & gold replacement bin with fixings near wooden bus shelter on village green approx £600 & 1 new red dog bin with post & fixings  for installation on recreation ground, approx. £150.
Cllr Russell advised the memorial bench for Dave Smith from the Cricketers has been ordered. As previously agreed at the January meeting, organisers hope to install on the village green near the wooden shelter. 
18. ALLOTMENT DITCH
Clerk received professional drainage advice from Total Drain Care Ltd, Markyate. They suggested lowering ditch by around 600mm or as far as possible to ensure water has adequate flow. Clerk contacted CBC contractors Martin Granger for a second opinion. 

AGREED to obtain quote for works from Total Drain Care & forward advice to CBC flood management team.
19. TREES
CBC grant application has been successful & £4647.48 awarded for Majestic Trees to plant 12 trees across the areas of parish council owned land, Edgecote Park, Elm Avenue Park and Crosslands. This has been scheduled for 23rd March 
20. CORRESPONDENCE

CBC Road Closures: Pipers Lane 24-27th May, Elm Ave 22nd – 26th April 
CBC Town & Parish Council Newsletter March 2022 – 4/3 fwd email to Cllrs
BATPC New Councillor Induction Training available Thursday 31th March, 7:30pm – 9:30pm – Milton Ernest Village Hall &  Wednesday 20th April, 7:30pm – 9:30pm – Streatley Village Hall , £30per Councillor 4/3 fwd email to Cllrs

Beds Police Annual Survey 2021-22 – 7/3 fwd email to Cllrs


21. AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS
2021/22 pay rates have been agreed & an increase of 1.75% is applicable from 1 April 2021. DM Payroll have been notified and Clerk and Parish Warden salaries have been back dated and pay scales adjusted from April 2022.

It was RESOLVED by full council to authorise the following accounts for payment. 

Clerk M Whiting to submit payments and two authorised signatories to authorise Unity Bank payments online:
	01/03/2022
	SO
	Village Garden Services
	Ground maintenance 
	 £     789.90 

	01/03/2022
	DD
	EDF Energy
	Rushmore Park Electricity 
	 £      12.00 

	01/03/2022
	DD
	Castle Water
	Allotment  
	 £      60.63 

	01/03/2022
	SO
	John Dudley
	Allotment management 
	 £      45.00 

	24/03/2022
	SO
	James Macpherson
	CCTV service contract
	 £     200.00 

	24/03/2022
	DD
	O2
	Clerk & Warden phones
	 £      55.57 

	 
	SO
	Staff Costs
	Salaries, PAYE, Pension & back dated increase
	£5,071.10


 22. PLANNING 
CB/22/00442/FULL The Cricketers, Manor Road, Caddington, Luton, LU1 4EE

Demolition of existing Public House and erection of a new building incorporating 10 flats and a retail unit together with associated parking

Caddington Parish Council wish to STRONGLY OBJECT on the following grounds:

Over development – the size and unsympathetic design is out of character with existing dwellings and appears obtrusive and overbearing in relation to surrounding properties and dwellings. It is harmful to the visual amenities of the street scene and would change the visual openness on this important corner of the village centre. 

Inadequate parking - the proposed 10 x 2 bedroom flats have 10 parking spaces allocated. Residential parking standards for 2 bedroom properties is a minimum of 2 spaces. This proposal would therefore require 20 residential parking spaces and does not meet the minimum requirements. Proposal would also require between 5-7 visitor parking spaces, bringing a total requirement of 27 spaces. With only 11 parking spaces proposed, the remaining 16 spaces needed would have to park on the road taking away parking from existing businesses and retail outlets. This would almost certainly result in more complaints from customers and business owners who are struggling to park now. We already have an existing shortage of parking in the village centre with properties in and around the village green parking on the roads. In addition, the village has grown substantially with more vehicles in the village and cars parking on pavements and stopping on the main part of the road to ‘pop’ into the shops.

We understand the developer has proposed limited parking to make occupants use public transport, but as we are a rural area, not an urban area, our existing public transport is totally inadequate, often requiring many bus changes.

Access – the proposed entrance is a tight 90 degree turn with vehicles usually parked on the road opposite the entrance. There is inadequate room for vehicles to manoeuvre in and out of the site. The previous pub landlord had problems with delivery lorries accessing/exiting.

Pharmacy - The proposed footprint of the new pharmacy is no greater than the existing two storey pharmacy joined to the doctor’s surgery which has served the community more than adequately for a number of years. The current pharmacist was approached by the developer prior to application and does not want to move from his existing premises. We feel it is therefore misleading on the application to label the unit as a Pharmacy as clearly there cannot be two pharmacies (by regulation) in the village. In addition, the existing pharmacy has at least nine parking spaces available in the shared car park with the doctors and on road parking in Orchard Drive. By opening a new pharmacy or form of retail outlet you would be splitting the customer footfall and mean that businesses would suffer. The new proposed ‘Pharmacy’ has four parking spaces so it will either take parking spaces from the existing business or other retail outlets in the village. We feel that this is a retail outlet that will cause more harm than a lasting amenity.

Housing Needs – The proposal does not meet housing needs laid out in the Caddington and Slip End local plan and Central Beds local plan. All housing needs in both documents are being met because of land and site acceptance in the documents. Windfall sites such as the Cricketers public house, which is a brownfield site because of its previous business use, have to be carefully examined to make sure that it meets the community needs of the residents of the parish, is sympathetic in its design on its location and is not seen to be overbearing in nature. Flats are not what Caddington needs in the village centre. Possibly one or two business units, but whatever is proposed, adequate parking spaces should be paramount.

Summary - The Localism Act contains provisions to make the planning system clearer, more democratic, and more effective giving local communities genuine opportunities to influence the future of the places where they live. It places significantly more influence in the hands of local people over issues that make a big difference to their lives.

All members of public in attendance strongly object to the Cricketers proposal and fully support the Parish Council objections. Neighbouring properties have not been properly consulted with and they in particular have objections to loss of privacy, unsympathetic and overbearing design and concerns of lack of parking and potential to grid lock village centre. Residents have been encouraged to send their own personal objections to CBC.

Caddington Historical group feel this building has great historical value to the village and have photos and letters to support this which they will forward to planning officer.

Public participation

Where are brass plaques stored for Village sign? Cllr Tomlin storing at his home and are ready for collection anytime.
Jubilee event celebrations sound excellent.
How is Angus Brewer Trust fund monitored? All funding applications go through CBC

Caddington Recreation Assc. have made an insurance claim to CBC for repairs to Groundsman garage following CBC tree falling on it. Will take approx. 13 weeks to process. Tree will be removed Wednesday 16th March.
Meeting Closed at 8:55pm
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Signed by Presiding Chairman
--------------------------------------Date 11/04/2022

