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Minutes of the Caddington Parish Council Meeting held at 
Caddington Sports and Social Club on 11th October 2021

Present: Parish Councillors M Russell (Chair), B Fitzsimmons, A Goodyear, V Malone, A Palmer, 
H Palmer, R Catford, J Bean, Clerk M Whiting, CBC Ward Cllr E Perry, 16 members of public
Public participation: 
Chaul End Road needs more 7.5 tonne limit signs. Will request with CBC highways. Resident also to report.
White lining needs doing on Chaul End Road. Has been reported to CBC highways. Resident also to report.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies received and accepted from S Smith (on holiday), M Tomlin (personal commitments), Ward Cllr Collins.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Russell declared an interest in payments for authorisation.
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 13th September 2021 were a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
4. PROGRESS UPDATE FROM LAST MEETING 
Clerk has forwarded dog bin locations suggested by Sports & Social club to CBC to consider installing.
Internal auditor advised Cllr Russell could transfer fair cash received from his own account to the parish council account. £300 transfer received 14th September.
Parish Warden has cleaned wooden bus shelter and phone box and updated bus timetables in notice boards.

 
5. CADDINGTON WATCH & POLICE
Clerk circulated Police crime data spreadsheets link to Cllrs. 10 offences reported in September
Cllr Fitzsimmons read out full crime stats and highlights from the CaddWatch report, including:
Street and Dog Watch activity has increased, with two separate teams going out last Thursday

Assisting with Vaccinations at Priory Gardens surgery

Speed Watch planning sessions on Luton Road and Manor Road

Recorded crime still running at low levels compared to pre-pandemic

6. CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

Ward Cllr Perry advised Ward Cllr Collins on holiday and sends his apologies.
Garden waste will be collected between 18th – 30th October. To facilitate this, food waste will not be collected during this two-week window, as collection crews are redeployed to clear a backlog of garden waste.

Numerous planning appeals and enforcements are being dealt with by CBC. Planning Committee Chair Cllr A Palmer confirmed he was aware of these.

Town & Parish Council Conference will be held via Teams on 10th November.

CBC have updated Highways contract Key Performance Indicator. Paper copy passed to Clerk to scan & forward to Councillors for information.
7. BRICK BUS SHELTER

CBC have no objection to the Parish fitting wooden frame within the 4 openings and would not need to incur legal costs in drawing up an agreement as this proposal does not create the risks and liabilities of glazing.  As such, CBC suggest a simple ‘service level agreement’ to sign describing the works, their implementation, a drawing and that their maintenance would be as for the existing shelter.  
Following further discussions and comments from members of the public, it was AGREED Clerk to obtain quotes for wooden frames both open and also including glazing for comparison and further discussion.
Positioning of hanging baskets and planters can be agreed with area Highways manager, Emma Kines 
Parish Council agreed they support resident in the continued installation of Remembrance and Nativity signs that they annually place in the shelter.

8. HEATHFIELD CENTRE
Heathfield Friends John Waller was in attendance and read out his below report:

On 20th September CBC Gavin Coombs, Head of Facilities Management, CBC Joe Welch, Acquisitions and Disposals Manager and Estates Management Assets, Parish Councillors Bob Fitzsimmons & Roy Catford, Heathfield Friends representatives Jane Payton and John Waller met to discuss a temporary reopening of the facility. Unfortunately, neither Ward Councillor was in attendance which was a shame as their assistance would be appreciated.
Highlighted that a temporary reopening would only require the use of the hall, kitchen and toilets.

In our view, there are very few obvious defects in this area.

Back in June, Peter Webster of CBC performed a Health and Safety survey of the buildings.

Expensive to fix because of leaking roofs down one of the corridors.

Gavin Coombs committed to getting Peter to return to Heathfield and re-evaluate what would be required to get a subset of the buildings back in use.

This hasn't happened and I phoned Peter today and he 'hopes' to be on site in the next few days.

We were also promised a copy of the initial report, but it looks as though we'll have to chase this further.

Clearly, CBC do not see this as having any priority, despite the impact on the social and mental welfare of so many of our residents. We understand that the running of the building should be cost-neutral, but further discussions need to happen.

Understand that Pre-application planning went well, but the plans are still not ready for sharing, despite being finished early August. Joe Welch said there are many things still left to discuss, including the refurbishment of the current buildings and how it will be funded. Further, a commitment could not be made as to whether it would be a phased development, thus enabling the Centre to remain open for a longer period.

Ward Cllr Perry apologised for not being in attendance at the 20th September meeting as he was on holiday at that time and believed Ward Cllr Collins had attended. Ward Cllr Perry agreed to put forward a list of questions from John Waller to Cllr Eugene Ghent, Executive Member for Housing and Assets, and CBC officer Joe Welch. Ward Cllr Perry aware that Heathfield is on a list of 6 developments for CBC and work has already started on the Dunstable Health Hub project. Councillors and members of Heathfield Friends feel they are being paid lip service by CBC and it won’t be opened again before it’s demolished. CBC officers appear to be positive but no action has been taken, despite being promised information within 2 weeks of the meeting. In addition, the pre application plans haven’t yet been shared with the parish council. Ward Cllr Perry assured residents and Councillors of his support and he will get a response within a week.
9. POND FENCING & BENCH
Ex Cllr Ray Smith memorial bench has been removed due to damage sustained beyond economical repair. Like for like replacement bench approx. £200 + VAT. It was AGREED to purchase replacement bench. Parish Warden to paint dark green before Village Garden Services install.
It was AGREED Village Garden Services to make essential repairs to the broken fence sections and knee high kick rails at both the pond and village green access track.
10. TREES
As agreed at September meeting, an order has been placed with Majestic Trees for a rooted Nordmann Fir total cost £1753.37 + VAT. Pro Forma payment listed to be authorised. Planting location will be agreed with Cllr Russell.
Cllr Russell will also agree Scout tree planting locations.

Clerk contacted 7 Tree Surgeons for quotes for works as recommended by RGS arboriculture report and permitted by CBC. 4 Quotes received are as below:
Treedom Treecare £1490

Dycol Ltd £3250 + VAT
High Elms Tree Surgery £3340 + VAT

TGB Treecare £3680 
It was AGREED to place order with Treedom Treecare £1490. Due to works not being urgent, request they schedule for mid-January after Christmas lights are switched off on trees on village green.
11. CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
Electrafit will check existing lights end of October and carry out repair work necessary.
Quoted £3647.80 + VAT to dig trench, supply cable and connection and supply and install lighting on tree nearer to Chequers. It was AGREED to accept quote for additional tree to be lit.

It was AGREED switch on event will be held on Saturday 27th November to coincide with the Chequers pub Christmas market. Agreed Chequers can extend their market onto the village green area at the rear of the pub. Cllr Fitzsimmons will speak to the pub regarding residents running additional fundraising refreshment stalls on the green and agree which charity to donate funds raised to. Cllr Russell has spoken to the fair and it was agreed to request they provide a small number of fair rides suitable for young children.
12. VILLAGE SIGN 
Clerk has been advised group are re-designing the plinth for the sign to incorporate the Collings Wells stone and there’s a delay in the build. Once new design has been agreed, will forward to Councillors for comments.
Order had been placed with Electrafit for lights however these can hopefully be returned if not suitable for new design.
Resident Paul Burchmore has Remembrance bench ready for collection and installation by Village Garden Services.

It was AGREED to delay installation of the bench until plinth has been constructed in order to agree suitable position.

13. REMEMBRANCE DAY
Clerk has sent an invitation to Oststeinbek but no reply received. It is assumed they will not be attending this year due to Covid travel restrictions. Clerk has submitted road closure request which has been received and approved by CBC. Clerk has ordered 3 wreaths (Parish Council, Oststeinbek, Unknown German POW) and 30 small wooden crosses with Royal British Legion (total cost £166.75) for delivery to Chairman Russell to lay on behalf of the Parish Council. Oststeinbek wreath will be posted directly to them. Cllr Fitzsimmons will collect PA system from Heathfield and deliver to Church. CaddWatch will assist with traffic road closure and Scouts safety.
Rev’d Rob O’Neill and representatives of Caddington churches met and looked at all additional duties resident Mike Morland did in the past for the event. Church have agreed to fulfil some duties this year with the view to trimming down event activities next year.
14. AIRPORT NOISE MONITORING
Following some comments from residents regarding aircraft noise over summer, Clerk contacted Nicole Prior, London  Luton Airport (LLA) Airspace and Noise Performance Manager. There is a section on their website regarding noise nuisance https://www.london-luton.co.uk/corporate/community/noise/noise-monitoring. Nicole invited Councillors to visit their offices for a session on Noise measures, Noise and Track Monitoring, how LLA investigates a complaint and portable noise monitor results. It was AGREED to thank Nicole for the invitation but to decline at present due to Covid. Clerk to request where nearest monitoring equipment is to Caddington and request portable monitor is located at Caddington Sports and Social club during summer 2022.
15. CHRISTMAS LIGHTS : Duplicate item, already discussed item 11.
16. 2nd QUARTER BANK RECONCILIATION & BUDGET SPEND

The following bank reconciliation and accounts had been provided to Councillors prior to meeting.
In accordance with Financial Regulation 2.2, Cllr R Catford signed the bank reconciliation and original bank statements as evidence of verification.
	Balance at 31.03.21 b/fwd
	 
	 £ 213,956.76 

	Plus receipts to 30.09.21
	 
	 £ 148,169.45 

	Subtotal
	 
	 £ 362,126.21 

	Less payments to 30.09.21
	 
	£45,092.38

	CLOSING FUNDS BALANCE
	 
	 £ 317,033.83 

	Represented by balance 
	 
	 

	Unity Bank Account 30.09.21
	 
	 £ 317,033.83 

	less outstanding payments
	 
	 

	CLOSING BALANCE
	 
	 £ 317,033.83 

	DIFFERENCE
	 
	 £                -   


	 
	2021/22
	 2nd Qtr  
	Year End

	 
	Budget
	 Actual Spend 
	Predict

	Staff Costs
	 £       51,000.00 
	 £            26,043.46 
	 £            51,000.00 

	Administration
	 £          9,361.00 
	 £               6,804.78 
	 £              8,682.99 

	Allotments
	 £          4,340.00 
	 £                  660.54 
	 £              4,532.00 

	Amenities
	 £       43,000.00 
	 £               6,699.36 
	 £            42,500.00 

	Grants Sect 137
	 £          3,500.00 
	 £               3,379.20 
	 £              3,379.20 

	VAT
	 £          5,000.00 
	 £               1,505.04 
	 £              5,000.00 

	TOTAL SPEND
	 £     116,201.00 
	 £            45,092.38 
	 £          115,094.19 

	TOTAL EARMARKED
	 £     100,000.00 
	 £                            -   
	 £          100,000.00 


17. CORRESPONDENCE

Leisure Garden committee secretary, allotment tidy up & bonfire Sat 9th Oct – 4/10 fwd email
Beds Police PCC’s Annual Parish Council Conference reminder 5th Oct – 4/10 fwd email

CBC Town and Parish Councils October bulletin – 01/10 fwd email

Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity 24th AGM 14th October – 22/9 fwd email
CBC Park Home & Caravan Site Management, Fit and Proper Person Register requirements– 16/9 fwd email

CBC Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) drop in session Thursday 30th September – 14/9 fwd email



18. AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS
It was RESOLVED by full council to authorise the following accounts for payment. 

Clerk M Whiting to submit payments and two authorised signatories to authorise Unity Bank payments online:
	Date
	Payment
	Payable to:
	Payment Details
	 Total 

	01/10/2021
	SO
	Staff, HMRC, Beds Pension
	Salaries, PAYE, Pension
	 £  4093.11

	01/10/2021
	SO
	Village Garden Services
	Ground maintenance 
	 £     789.90 

	01/10/2021
	DD
	EDF Energy
	Rushmore Park Electricity 
	 £        1.00 

	01/10/2021
	DD
	Castle Water
	Allotment  
	 £        2.36 

	01/10/2021
	SO
	John Dudley
	Allotment management 
	 £      45.00 

	24/10/2021
	SO
	James Macpherson
	CCTV service contract
	 £     200.00 

	24/10/2021
	DD
	O2
	Clerk & Warden phones
	 £      59.23 

	11/10/2021
	Transfer
	M Whiting
	AVG sub renewal,Expense reimburse & allowances  
	 £     117.93 

	11/10/2021
	Transfer
	Bidwells LLP
	Rushmore park rent
	 £     100.00 

	11/10/2021
	Transfer
	Mrs C Logan
	Reimburse Caddington schools award voucher
	 £      50.00 

	11/10/2021
	Transfer
	Community Heartbeat
	3 x defibrillator annual support renewal
	 £     475.20 

	11/10/2021
	Transfer
	RBL Poppy Appeal
	3 x wreaths & 30 x wooden crosses
	 £     166.75 

	11/10/2021
	Transfer
	SLCC
	Clerk finance training (Filca)
	 £     144.00 

	 
	 
	 
	Total
	 £  6,244.48 


19. PLANNING 

CB/21/04185/FULL 19 Adstone Road, Caddington, Luton, LU1 4JF

Single storey front & rear extensions and two storey side extension

No objection

CB/21/03871/FULL 8 Adstone Road, Caddington, Luton, LU1 4JF

Single storey front extension and double storey side extension and part single/double storey rear extension

No objection

CB/21/04226/FULL Erin House, 171 Dunstable Road, Caddington, Luton, LU1 4AN

Construction of an enclosure for the existing swimming pool

No objection

CB/21/02717/FULL  35 Luton Road, Caddington, Luton, LU1 4AF

Dropped kerb to access property

No objection

CB/SN/21/0120 Millfield Lane retirement development

Proposed street names for two buildings: Stanhope and Mercia

No objection

CB/21/04394/FULL Top Valley Lodge, Chaul End Village, Caddington, Luton, LU1 4AX

Partially retrospective installation of a boundary wall along Chaul End Road, replacement and relocation of entrance gates.

No objection

Land at Brick Kiln Farm, Chaul End Road 
CBC planning enforcement have advised owners have appealed the enforcement notice issued by CBC. This appeal has been validated by the Planning Inspectorate and will proceed under the written representations procedure without an in person hearing or inquiry.  The parish council and affected neighbours will receive a formal notification of the appeal and an invitation to submit comments to the inspector.  Details on how to submit comments will be provided in a letter CBC will send out in the next week or so. The requirements of the notice will be held in abeyance until the Inspector’s decision on the appeal is published.  Expect this will take approximately 6 months. 
It was AGREED Cllr A Palmer to draft comments to the Inspector and circulate to Planning Committee members before submitting as formal comments.
Public participation

Resident has surveyed road signs in Caddington and submitted requirements to Ward Cllr Collins who has forwarded to Highways department.
Resident asked when CBC precept deadline is. Clerk informed usually mid-January but no official date yet received from CBC for 2022/23.
Meeting Closed at 8:56pm
5
Signed by Presiding Chairman
--------------------------------------Date 15/11/2021

