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Minutes of the Caddington Parish Council Meeting

held at Caddington Sports and Social Club on 12th July 2021

Present: Parish Councillors M Russell (Chair), B Fitzsimmons, S Smith, A Goodyear, V Malone, A Palmer, 
H Palmer, R Catford, J Bean, Clerk M Whiting, CBC Ward Cllrs K Collins & E Perry, 8 members of public
Public participation: 
Chairman welcomed all Councillors and members of the public to the meeting. Covid control measures were in place.
Resident requested update on Folly Lane footpath flooding now that CBC footpath officer Robin Richardson has left. Ward Cllr Collins advised officer Michelle Flynn is covering until a replacement officer is found for this area. Clerk will forward previous correspondence to Michelle requesting an update.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies received and accepted from Parish Cllr M Tomlin (family commitments)
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Russell declared an interest in payments for authorisation.
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 14th June 2021 were a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
4. PROGRESS UPDATE FROM LAST MEETING 
No further update received from Machins solicitors re Rushmore Lease and Virgin Wayleave agreement.

Fitness classes hope to start at Rushmore Park in September & will send insurance through before then.

Elm Avenue park cradle swing part has been fitted by Parish Warden.
 
5. CADDINGTON WATCH & POLICE
Clerk circulated Police crime data spreadsheets link to Cllrs. 12 offences reported in June. 
Cllr Fitzsimmons read out full crime stats which are down on previous month. Key areas are Caddington Woods, Chaul End Road, Dunstable Road and Manor Road. No Caddington Watch report available.
6. CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

Ward Cllr Collins advised planning officers are currently dealing with Caddington Oaks, Abbey Mill Homes development, under Reserved Matters. This will include flooding solutions.
The Local Plan is unofficially with Government ministers and CBC hope to hear back shortly.

Cllr Perry reminded all that Covid rates are rising and this is having an impact on CBC services due to staff shortages. Request patience with any delays, in particular waste collections, and these are being dealt with as quickly possible.

Attended recent conference and met new Beds PCC Festus Akinbusoye. Requested he makes more contact with rural areas and there is a Police presence at parish council meetings.
7. PLANNING ENFORCEMENT
CBC Planning Enforcement Team Leader emailed the Clerk with an update on planning enforcement to land rear of Brick Kiln farm house on Chaul End Rd. Legal department requested further information which has been supplied by the enforcement team. They hope to have the Monitoring Officer’s formal consultation response to recommendation to enable them to proceed with enforcement action shortly.
Clerk to request enforcement officers to also look into issues at Hillcrest Mobile Home Park as concerned new units placed on site are being sold without planning permission.
8. BRICK BUS SHELTER

CBC Public Transport and Highways team do not recommend inserting transparent panels in the apertures because of the likelihood of damage and vandalism.  Even high grade Perspex and reinforced glass are not entirely scratch or chip proof.  While spray paint can be removed any incidents involving these sorts of damage would place a significant maintenance burden on the responsible authority.  Central Bedfordshire Council will not take on such a responsibility.
Should the Parish Council wish to proceed with glazing (subject to approval), CBC would expect to seek an agreement requiring routine and reactive maintenance to be carried out by them.  Would require the specification to be agreed in advance and for the costs of installation to be borne by the Parish Council.  
Should the Parish Council wish to enter into a lease for the shelter, CBC would have no objection in principle to discussing terms. The lease would not affect the constraints in place as a consequence of the shelter being on the Public Highway and would preclude the use of the shelter for any other use unless agreed in writing in advance.  CBC would ask that their legal costs for a licence, which would incorporate the approval of glazing installation as well as its maintenance, were met by the Parish Council. CBC will establish the hourly rates for the officer involve in putting the agreement together and give an estimate of costs. If parish council decide to go ahead, would then require a technical specification for proposed glazing.  

It was AGREED not to proceed with a lease request due to the legal costs and as advised ‘The lease would not affect the constraints in place as a consequence of the shelter being on the Public Highway.’ Agreed however to engage with neighbouring resident The Lodge and CBC to discuss feasibility and costs for improvements to the shelter, including glazing for windows and roof and guttering maintenance.

9. PARKING
Cllr Tomlin will meet with CBC Highways officer Emma Kines and part of their discussions will be to look at any opportunity to provide additional parking closer to Manor Road shops.

A resident from The Green has requested parish council support for numbers 15 to 20 The Green to be provided resident parking permits from CBC. They have also requested if it is possible to purchase a parking space outside each property on the village green. Cllr A Palmer advised that the parish council had received request from The Green residents approx. 10 years ago and this was discussed by the parish council in depth at this time. Legal advise had been sought and clearly stated the village green is legally protected and parking on the Green infringes both nineteenth century legislations protecting village green and interferes with the rights of local people to use the village green.
It was AGREED that the parish council do not support 15-20 The Green residents request for CBC resident parking permits as this would put even further pressure on the already limited parking spaces for the village centre. In addition, following previous legal advise sought, residents are not permitted to park on the village green as it is legally protected.
10. BOUNDARY COMMISSION 2023 REVIEW

Parish Councillors had been made aware of the Boundary Commission for England's 2023 Review of Parliamentary constituencies and received a link to their website with proposals.

Ward Cllr Collins explained there is a basic principle that parliamentary constituencies, and the number of people any one MP represents, should contain broadly equal numbers of constituents.  Over time, due to housing growth and people's natural migration from one area to another, the balance shifts and some constituencies become significantly "underweight" whilst others run some way "over".  Boundary reviews look at whether, by redefining how the lines are drawn, the numbers can be rebalanced. The initial boundary proposals keep the civil parishes of Caddington, Slip End and Hyde where they have been for some time, within Luton South.  

It was AGREED not to make comment. Clerk to add link to parish council website to raise public awareness and enable residents to make their own personal representation.

11. CCTV
Both Cllrs Tomlin & Fitzsimmons have received CCTV training from James Macpherson.
Cllr Fitzsimmons will attend a Caddington Woods meeting regarding crime prevention.
12. HEATHFIELD
CBC Estates Assets Management advised that as Heathfield plans are still at pre-app stage to establish the principle of residential development with a community facility, it is too early to discuss detailed site layouts such as additional parking and community garden. However, in order to be viable, CBC will need to maximise the number of units on the site designed around the various site constraints.  The Council’s design guides and standards will determine the number of parking spaces required for the community building and unlikely to commit to providing additional spaces for shopping. Pedestrian access might be possible subject to private land ownerships, but don’t believe the site has connectivity with The Green.  There may be some shared garden areas for the new community, but cannot commit to a public access community garden. Upon receipt of the pre-app feedback, CBC will engage with the Parish Council and Heathfield Friends as part of the preparation for the outline planning consent. Requests such as these can be discussed then, however this is primarily a residential led development which will include provision for a community facility.  In addition, some land will be set aside in case a GP Surgery is progressed.
Heathfield Friends are in discussions with CBC and Ward Cllr Collins regarding the reopening of the Heathfield Centre.
Many of the existing buildings have health & safety shortcomings and would be very expensive to fix with the majority of them relating to the old classrooms that surround the inner courtyard. A demolition plan had been considered, but unable to progress due to conservation area restrictions.
Heathfield Friends only require access to the hall, kitchen, reception and toilets. They have proposed to CBC to place a stud wall in the main corridor, with a lockable door to prevent unauthorised access to the unused rooms. Request CBC Facilities Management to identify any H&S problems associated with the proposed temporary area for use, costs involved and whether any financial assistance is required from Heathfield Friends or the parish council.
It was AGREED that the parish council are in favour of these proposals and fully support the reopening of Heathfield Centre. Ward Cllr Collins also supports the reopening of Heathfield Centre and agreed these are sensible suggestions from Heathfield Friends. He will chase with CBC officers, Portfolio Holder and Director of Services, and hopes to hear by next week.
13. ROSPA SAFETY REPORT
Clerk has received the safety report and gone through in detail with the Parish Warden. There are no immediate high risk requirements although some repairs and maintenance are required. Copies have been emailed to Parks & Pond representatives Cllrs A Palmer, H Palmer, Russell & Tomlin. 
It was AGREED to order spare parts for repairs to be made by Village Garden Services. 
14. HYDE ROAD VERGES

CBC have issued a road closure notice and will make highways improvements from 1st – 7th September.

15. VILLAGE SIGN

Cllr Tomlin will discuss lighting with Electrafit shortly.
16. BOOK SWAP
Resident has suggested building a free standing covered unit to be placed at the rear of the wooden bus shelter facing the green. Will provide details and design in time for September meeting.
17. SCOUTS TREE PLANTING

Rita Timms, Caddington Group Scout Leader, was in attendance and has sourced a Rowan and ornamental Cherry tree from Majestic Trees.
It was AGREED to grant permission for both these trees. Cllr Russell will meet with Rita to agree suitable locations on the village green for both trees to be planted in the autumn.
18. 1ST QUARTER SPEND AGAINST 2021/2 BUDGET & BANK RECONCILIATION
	 
	2021/22
	 1st Qtr  
	Year End

	 
	Budget
	 Actual Spend 
	Predict

	Staff Costs
	 £       51,000.00 
	 £            13,414.93 
	 £            51,000.00 

	Administration
	 £          9,361.00 
	 £               6,121.39 
	 £              8,682.99 

	Allotments
	 £          4,340.00 
	 £                  518.46 
	 £              4,532.00 

	Amenities
	 £       43,000.00 
	 £               2,794.05 
	 £            42,500.00 

	Grants Sect 137
	 £          3,500.00 
	 £               3,379.20 
	 £              3,379.20 

	VAT
	 £          5,000.00 
	 £                  717.38 
	 £              5,000.00 

	TOTAL SPEND
	 £     116,201.00 
	 £            26,945.41 
	 £          115,094.19 

	TOTAL EARMARKED
	 £     100,000.00 
	 £                            -   
	 £          100,000.00 

	
	
	
	

	Bank Balance at 31.03.21 (Audited)
	 £   213,956.76 
	
	

	Plus Precept 2021.22
	 £   142,097.00 
	
	

	Plus other income
	 £       5,000.00 
	
	

	Total
	 £   361,053.76 
	
	

	Less Budget 21/22 predicted spend
	 £   115,094.19 
	
	

	Balance left in bank accounts
	 £   245,959.57 
	
	

	Less Earmarked funds 
	 £   100,000.00 
	
	

	Estimated reserves at year end (recommend 1yr precept)
	 £   145,959.57 
	
	


The following bank reconciliation and accounts had been provided to Councillors prior to meeting:
	Balance at 31.03.21 b/fwd
	
	 £ 213,956.76 

	Plus receipts to 30.06.21
	
	 £   76,686.44 

	Subtotal
	
	 £ 290,643.20 

	Less payments to 30.06.21
	
	£26,945.41

	CLOSING FUNDS BALANCE
	
	 £ 263,697.79 

	
	
	

	Represented by balance 30.06.21
	
	

	Unity Bank Account
	
	 £ 263,920.66 

	less outstanding payments
	
	 £        222.87 

	CLOSING BALANCE
	
	 £ 263,697.79 

	
	
	

	DIFFERENCE
	
	 £            0.00 


19. CORRESPONDENCE

CBC Town & Parish Council Bulletin July & Aug – 30/6 fwd email to Cllrs
CBC Temporary Road Closure Mancroft Rd 18th October – 8th November – 7/7 fwd email to Cllrs

Unity Bank Cash & Cheque processing charges – cash 50p per payment, cheques 30 per item
Beds Police PCC Festus Akinbusoye virtual welcome meeting 6th July 6:30pm – 28/6 fwd invitation to Cllrs


20. AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS
It was RESOLVED by full council to authorise the following accounts for payment. 

Clerk M Whiting to submit payments and two authorised signatories to authorise Unity Bank payments online:
	Date
	Payment
	Payable to:
	Payment Details
	 Total 

	01/07/2021
	SO
	Village Garden Services
	Ground maintenance 
	 £     789.90 

	01/07/2021
	DD
	EDF Energy
	Rushmore Park Electricity 
	 £        1.00 

	01/07/2021
	DD
	Castle Water
	Allotment  
	 £        2.36 

	01/07/2021
	SO
	John Dudley
	Allotment management 
	 £      45.00 

	24/07/2021
	SO
	James Macpherson
	CCTV service contract
	 £     200.00 

	24/07/2021
	DD
	O2
	Clerk & Warden phones
	 £      55.40 

	12/07/2021
	Transfer
	M Whiting
	Expense reimbursements & allowances  
	 £      54.00 

	12/07/2021
	Transfer
	Bidwells LLP
	Rushmore Park rent
	 £     100.00 

	12/07/2021
	Transfer
	Playsafety Limited (Rospa)
	Park & Pond annual safety inspections
	 £     512.40 

	01/07/2021
	SO
	Staff Costs
	Total Salaries, PAYE, Pension (July)
	£4,106.31

	01/08/2021
	SO
	Staff Costs
	Total Salaries, PAYE, Pension (August)
	£4,093.11

	01/08/2021
	SO
	Village Garden Services
	Ground maintenance 
	 £     789.90 

	01/08/2021
	DD
	EDF Energy
	Rushmore Park Electricity 
	 £        1.00 

	01/08/2021
	DD
	Castle Water
	Allotment  
	 £        2.36 

	01/08/2021
	SO
	John Dudley
	Allotment management 
	 £      45.00 

	24/08/2021
	SO
	James Macpherson
	CCTV service contract
	 £     200.00 

	24/08/2021
	DD
	O2
	Clerk & Warden phones
	 £      55.40 

	 
	 
	 
	Total
	 £  10999.94


21. PLANNING 
CB/21/02828/FULL 24 Chaul End Road, Caddington, Luton, LU1 4AS

Single storey side and front extension with loft conversion.

Request planning officer to check adequate parking spaces are provided as not included on plans. 
Please note, there is no off road parking available at this location and traffic restrictions on the highway.
 

CB/21/02422/FULL 11 Edgecote Close, Caddington, Luton, LU1 4HG

Single storey side and rear extension with internal alterations to main dwelling. Demolition of detached garage/outbuildings
No objection

 

CB/21/02513/FULL & CB/21/02515/ADV Land at Millfield Lane, Caddington LU1 4AJ

Advertisement: 5 no. hoardings with non-illuminated graphics and 2 no. non-illuminated flag signs & Erection of marketing suite and associated parking for temporary period of 3 years.

No comment
Public participation

Resident requested more trees planted in the village. Grass verges are the responsibility of Central Beds Council and from previous enquiries regarding this, it is understood utilities run under the verges. Will request Cllr Tomlin to discuss with highways on next walkabout if CBC can look into additional planting. Parish Council can however plant trees on their own land and have previously discussed planting a Christmas tree on the village green. Will obtain quotes from Majestic trees for discussion at the September meeting.
Caddington Care requested permission to hold coffee mornings on the village green due to Heathfield Centre being closed. Councillors have no objections to tables, chairs and gazebo on the green and request dates are emailed in advance.
Resident requested update on highways issues including white lines on Chaul End Road and Flood prevention. Advised Cllr Tomlin raising issues with CBC Highways officer during walkabout.
Meeting Closed at 9:17pm
5
Signed by Presiding Chairman
--------------------------------------Date 13/09/2021

