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Minutes of the Caddington Parish Council Meeting

held virtually by Zoom on 8th March 2021

Present: Parish Councillors M Russell (Chair), M Tomlin, R Catford, B Fitzsimmons, J Bean, S Smith, A Goodyear, V Malone, A Palmer, H Palmer, Clerk M Whiting, CBC Ward Cllrs K Collins & E Perry, PCSO Bogdan Bimbirica, 6 members of public
Public participation: 
Resident had questioned with Central Beds Council why polling station venue for forthcoming Police and Crime Commissioner Elections has been changed from Heathfield Centre to Lyon Community Centre at Caddington Woods. CBC Deputy Returning Officer Brian Dunleavy has given a very satisfactory response and assured move to the Lyon Centre is not a permanent move for the future but rather a short term expedient in consideration of the staff who would have had to experience in excess of fifteen hours without heating. Ward Cllr Collins advised next elections are May 2023 unless a by-election is triggered before then due to vacancies. 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

All members in attendance.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Russell declared an interest in payments for authorisation and a prejudicial interest in item 11. Grounds Maintenance Contract. Cllr Tomlin declared an interest in grant applications and payments.
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th February 2021 were a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
4. PROGRESS UPDATE FROM LAST MEETING 
RGS Arboricultural Consultants have completed tree survey and invoiced at reduced cost of £750 + VAT (quoted £825) Clerk will prioritise works, apply for CBC TPO planning permission where required & obtain quotes.
Village Garden Services have cut back the allotment hedge along Folly Lane, payments listed for approval. Also reconfigured pond fencing to allow larger gaps on viewing platform area as requested at no extra charge.
Switftclear pest control recently removed a dead rat from the pond island and are continuing to bait and monitor the area.

Clerk attended year end finance training course 2nd March. Training useful and confirmed current practices are correct.
2017 insurance claim from 1 Chaul End Road has finally been resolved between insurance parties. Parish council required to pay £250 excess, list under payments for approval.
CBC assets team have advised there are more internal meetings required regarding Heathfield than originally expected. They are continuing to work with Planning Consultants on gathering assessments, reports and data which will be needed to submit the outline planning application. Hopeful to share information with the parish council in next few months.
5. CADDINGTON WATCH & POLICE
Clerk circulated Police crime data spreadsheets link to Cllrs. 16 offences reported in February. Cllr Fitzsimmons went through Caddington Watch report with Councillors. Caddington Watch volunteers have logged 30 hours for February.
Power outages on CCTV camera required repairs by Electra fit and a new consumer unit £190.50 + VAT.
CCTV contractor James Macpherson emailed status report at 2nd March. Still waiting for delivery of new CCTV cameras parts and will carry out upgrades as soon as equipment is received. 
PCSO Bogdan Bimbirica in attendance. New in area and finds Caddington a peaceful area with not much crime. Hava received intelligence from Dunstable and surrounding villages regrading catalytic convertor thefts, but difficult to track due to vehicle used being changed frequently. PCSO Laura Tuck unable to attend meeting but has forwarded CCTV images supplied in relation to other incidents reported to all officers in south in order to source identification.

6. CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

Ward Cllr Collins advised he is aware parking at the Manor Road shops is an issue and requested parking team to focus patrols during Saturday restriction hours in particular.
A new green homes energy grant is available to Park homes for energy efficiency improvements. Housing team are in contact with homes.
A green and blue infrastructure survey in relation to the Local Plan is being conducted on behalf of CBC at present.

Noise nuisance and Community Protection officers are dealing with problem tenants at a property in Crosslands.

Is aware owner of the land rear of the scout hut has exchanged contracts with property developer Abbeymill Homes. Outline planning permission has already been granted for this site. Expects an application to deal with Reserved Matters will be received by Central Beds planning department shortly. Cllr A Palmer raised great concerns that flooding management must be addressed and traffic calming previously agreed also installed. Cllr Collins advised these were covered under the original permitted outline application and cannot be altered. 

CBC will respond as a statutory consultee to Luton Airport consultation on Variation of Conditions. Slip End have a problem with airport users parking their cars on residential side streets rather than paying for airport parking as cheaper to get taxis or use the airport shuttle bus. Councillors unaware this is an issue in Caddington.

Cllr Collins will follow up issues at Hillcrest Park with CBC enforcement and site licensing officers.
Cllr Tomlin has reported collapsed drain on Manor Road near Sports & Social club for urgent repairs.
7. FLOODING

Cllr Tomlin met with CBC Highways officers Emma Kines, Alys Bishop & CBC flood expert for 4 hours on 12th February.
Conducted a full survey of the flood alleviation scheme area and identified a number of overland flow paths which are diverting a large amount of surface water runoff from the surrounding land when it rains into the highways drainage and onto the road, this also includes a lot of silt and debris. There are some short term actions that CBC are looking into to manage the flooding which include clearing and maintaining some of the highways assets. This has already started on ditch and structures at the top of Mancroft Road, as well as some longer term actions which will involve looking at ways to slow the flow of water towards the road which because of the local topography is acting like a secondary channel in rainfall events. CBC will arrange works to clear some of the inlets to the highway system, but due to a backlog of work with contractors this is still in progress. A collapsed pipe in Pipers Lane will be replaced as a priority.
CBC Flood study provides a good basis for new development and highways officers urge this is highlighted in any local planning responses where relevant.1.34 The area can be subject to flooding which can be very disruptive at times of poor weather. Any new development will be expected to refer to this report on flood risk which is based on detailed hydraulic modelling of the area http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/planning/flooding/downloads.aspx
Resident advised Rights of Way officer Robin Richardson is aware of recent flooding impact on footpath 6 by Folly Lane and addressing with highways. Cllr Tomlin advised repairs will also be made to footpath steps near Little Green lane.
8. 2021/22 GRANTS

£3500 is allocated in the 2021/2022 budget under Section 137. Applications were forwarded to all Councillors prior to the meeting. Resident Jane Payton spoke in favour of application from Recreation Association for repairs.

It was RESOLVED to award the following:

	 
	 
	Requested
	Awarded

	Group
	Purpose
	2021/22
	2021/22

	Caddington School PTA
	Outdoor sports equipment
	 £   519.20 
	 £    519.20 

	Caddington Pre-School
	Toddler Dress up trolley
	 £   360.00 
	 £    360.00 

	Caddington Recreation Assc
	Club gent toilet drain repairs & refurb
	 £4,995.00 
	 £  2,500.00 

	 
	Total given
	 
	 £  3,379.20 


Due to Covid-19, the 2021 Annual Parish Meeting will be held virtually via zoom and online payments authorised at the 12th April full council meeting prior to this.
Grants are awarded for the purpose described on the application only. Proof of expenditure to be provided to Clerk.
On completion of expenditure, request recipient forwards receipts or invoices to Clerk as evidence of spend.
If for any reason the expenditure on the application is not made, the parish council request the funds are transferred back to their account.
9. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

No change to previous March meeting agreement where it was agreed the Annual Parish Meeting will be held virtually on Zoom this year on Monday 12th April at 8pm, following the April full council meeting at 7pm. A written presentation will be provided prior to the meeting and displayed on the website for those that are unable or do not wish to attend the virtual meeting. 
10. MAY ANNUAL MEETING
By virtue of the Coronavirus Act 2020, s 78 and subsequent regulations, meetings of parish councils and parish meetings may currently be held remotely before 7th May 2021. NALC, Local Government Authority and other sector bodies are lobbying hard for this to be extended, however the Secretary of State has said there is no Parliamentary time for the necessary change to primary legislation. Lockdown restrictions mean that at present councils should not be meeting in person and NALC are preparing guidance for local councils on how to manage return to physical meetings. Under current Government guidelines, halls are unable to open prior to 17th May. Caddington Annual Meeting was scheduled for Monday 10th May. It was AGREED to bring this meeting forward to Wednesday 5th May in order to hold remotely via zoom. 

Cllr M Russell declared a prejudicial interest and was removed from the meeting to the virtual waiting room for the following item discussions. Vice Chair M Tomlin chaired this item.

11. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT
Clerk sent grounds maintenance contract details to 9 contractors requesting quotes by 28th February. 

5 quotes were received as below:
	 
	 LWS Grounds 
	 Reynolds 
	 VGS 
	 Countrywide 
	 Ricky Tyler 

	 Grounds Maintenance Contract PA 
	 £      6,700.00 
	 £7,890.00 
	 £7,899.00 
	 £   17,150.00 
	 £  20,950.00 

	 Monthly invoice payable 
	 £         558.33 
	 £  657.50 
	 £  658.25 
	 £     1,429.17 
	 £    1,745.83 

	 Gritting (per run, max. 10) 
	 £          120.00 
	 £  100.00 
	 £  120.00 
	 £        400.00 
	 £        120.00 

	 Parish Warden Cover (per hour) 
	 £           19.75 
	 £    20.00 
	 £    18.50 
	£          25.00
	 £          20.00 


Cllr A Palmer proposed continuing contract with Village Garden Services as they have provided a fantastic service, are a local company, only marginally more in price than lowest quote and have knowledge of the area and standard required. This proposal was seconded by Cllr Bean and unanimous vote in favour. It was AGREED to continue with Village Garden Services on a rolling contract for a minimum of 3years including a 1.5% increase each year.

Cllr M Russell returned to Chair the rest of the meeting.

12. HANGING BASKETS
Slip End parish council upgraded their hanging baskets last year and looked very nice. Councillors and residents in attendance agreed that planting and flowers in the village are a real benefit to the residents and look lovely.

It was agreed to source prices for additional street furniture planting and agree order at April meeting.

13. CORRESPONDENCE

CBC budget 2021-22 confirmed – 26/2 fwd email to Cllrs
Allotment bonfire 27th Feb – 24/2 fwd email to Cllrs

CBC Cheering Volunteering 2021 online award ceremony 5/3 – 3/3 invitation fwd Cllrs. Caddington Care nominated.

CBC Town & Parish Council March Bulletin – 3/3 fwd email to Cllrs
Beds PCC’s March newsletter – 1/3 fwd email to Cllrs

BATPC Beds Bugle March – 3/3 fwd email to Cllrs

BATPC Census Day Sunday 21st March – 3/3 fwd email to Cllrs
CBC Senior Planning Officer Caroline Macrdechian advised CBC are in process of preparing a consultation response to proposals to enable capacity at Luton Airport to be increased to 19 million passengers per annum, application number CB/21/00188/OAC – 5/3 fwd email to Cllrs



14. AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS
It was RESOLVED by full council to authorise the following accounts for payment. 

Clerk M Whiting to submit payments and two authorised signatories to authorise Unity Bank payments online:
	Date
	Payment
	Payable to:
	Payment Details
	 Total 

	01/03/2021
	DD
	EDF Energy
	Rushmore Park Electricity 
	 £        1.00 

	01/03/2021
	SO
	John Dudley
	Allotments management 
	 £      45.00 

	01/03/2021
	SO
	James Macpherson
	CCTV service contract
	 £     200.00 

	01/03/2021
	DD
	O2
	PC phone 
	 £      58.31 

	01/03/2021
	DD
	Castle Water
	Allotments  
	 £      63.82 

	08/03/2021
	Transfer
	Swiftclear Pest Management
	Pest control services at pond
	 £     140.00 

	08/03/2021
	Transfer
	Staff Costs
	Salaries, PAYE, Pension
	£   3,940.59

	08/03/2021
	Transfer
	Village Garden Services
	Ground maintenance
	 £     638.62 

	08/03/2021
	Transfer
	Village Garden Services
	Gritting
	 £     387.86

	08/03/2021
	Transfer
	Village Garden Services
	Allotment hedge along Folly Lane
	 £  1,620.00 

	08/03/2021
	Transfer
	Electra Fit
	Supply & install consumer unit for CCTV
	 £     228.60 

	08/03/2021
	Transfer
	Robert Yates & Partners
	RGS Arboricultural tree survey
	 £     900.00 

	08/03/2021
	Transfer
	Crawford Legal Services
	Insurance excess ref 1 Chaul End Road Tree
	 £     250.00 

	08/03/2021
	Transfer
	Matthew Tomlin
	Reimburse electrical parts for CCTV
	 £      30.82 

	08/03/2021
	 
	 
	Total
	 £  8,599.86 


15. PLANNING 

CB/21/00614/FULL 51 Fairgreen Road, Caddington, Luton, LU1 4JG
Single Storey Rear Extension

No objection


CB/21/00055/FULL30 Holly Farm Close, Caddington, Luton, LU1 4ET

Single and two storey extension and loft conversion with front and rear facing dormers

To be decided – either:

OBJECT on grounds of over development, not in keeping with surrounding area and insufficient parking with limited provision available on street.

CB/21/00456/FULL 71 the Crescent, Caddington, Luton, LU1 4HZq

Single storey rear extension

No objection

CB/21/00235/FULL  163 Manor Road, Caddington, Luton, LU1 4HJ

Proposed extension to existing dwelling and the subdivision of the building to create one new attached three bed house
No objection

CB/TRE/21/00088 1 Chaul End Road, Caddington, Luton, LU1 4AS

Reduce crown to TPO Sycamore Tree

No comment. 
CB/21/00901/LDCE Brick Kiln Farm, Chaul End Road, Caddington LU1 4AT

Lawful Development Certificate Existing for use class B2 General Industrial and B2 General Storage

STRONGLY OBJECT. We challenge the applicant’s right for a certificate of lawfulness where he states that the whole site outlined in red has been used for business use for the past ten years. 

Where we are aware that one building has planning permission to operate for limited B2 use as light fabrication, part time hours which was granted under another certificate of lawfulness some years ago. The reason for this was because of noise nuisance and vehicle use on shared drive that could be seen to have an impact on surrounding neighbours. We take it that this application still stands today because we are not aware of any challenges alterations being brought forward to lift any of the applications of said conditions. If the said building is now being used for other purposes a new planning consent must be sought for change of use.

All other land outside the footprint of the said building was deemed to be green belt agricultural use and we consider it to be the same today. In just over the last twelve months it has been changed. Hard surfaces have been laid down, hedgerows removed and fences erected and activities carried out that would need planning permission.

There are photographs from May 2019 showing that there is no extended business use of B2 except for pre- mentioned shed, the photos show the site to have heaps of fruit juice brought in by a container lorry which the authorities are well aware of and C.B. enforcement was informed at the time so they should also be aware that there was no business use on the site at that time. Also the owner of the land adjoining the site has put forward numerous planning applications so officers examining these applications would also been aware of any ongoing business use on the derelict adjoining site. 

We, as a five man planning team, are stating as a matter of facts that the  present day activities have only been ongoing for twelve to eighteen month period and not , as claimed, a ten year period. 

CB/21/00870/FULL 14 Hawthorn Crescent, Caddington LU1 4EQ

Extended Loft Conversion and Flat Roof rear dormer

No objection. Parking plan requires redrawing.

CB/21/00188/OAC London Luton Airport, Airport Way, Luton

Proposals to enable capacity at Luton Airport to be increased to 19 million passengers per annum. 

Senior Planning Officer Caroline Macrdechian advised 4th March that CBC are in process of preparing a consultation response and will forward to Clerk when complete.

Slip End parish council have submitted an objection to Luton Borough Council which the Clerk read out.

It was AGREED to OBJECT to the proposal and support the objections on conditions put forward by neighbouring village Slip End.
16. VILLAGER & ORGANISATION OF THE YEAR

Following discussions between Councillors, it was AGREED:

2021 Villager of the Year: Stephen Quinn, Caddington Co-op Manager for his personal efforts in ensuring the community were able to shop safely during the Covid pandemic and providing assistance to residents that were shielding. 
2021 Organisation of the Year: Medigreen Pharmacy for their continuing hard work and support of the village and residents throughout the Covid pandemic.
Due to it being a virtual Annual Parish Meeting this year, Chairman Russell will deliver a framed certificate to each and Clerk to order brass plaques for the village centre planter.
No awards were presented in 2020 due to the Covid pandemic. It was AGREED under these unusual circumstances to recognise the outstanding community response and in particular Key Workers for their hard work and exceptional efforts. Clerk to purchase additional brass plaque in recognition of this and it to be installed inside the wooden bus shelter.
Cllr Russell also commented on how well the Caddington Emergency Plan worked with the recent episode of flooding and thanked all those involved.
17. PERSONNEL

Parish Warden shielding until 31st March. Village Garden Services covering duties.
Public participation

Planting and flowers in the village are a real benefit to residents and look lovely. Fully endorse providing more.

Rather than supplying an annual Christmas tree, can parish council look to plant a permanent one? Will look at this year.

Ducks at pond have been killed by a fox. Look into ways to discourage ducks staying and being an easy target or alternative ways to protect them from foxes.

Meeting Closed at 8:40pm
5
Signed by Presiding Chairman
--------------------------------------Date 12/04/2021

