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Minutes of the Caddington Parish Council Meeting

held at Caddington Sports and Social Club 9th September 2019

Present:  Parish Councillors M Russell (Chair), M Tomlin, J Bean, R Catford, A Palmer, H Palmer, A Goodyear, S Smith, 
B Fitzsimmons, Ward Cllr K Collins, Clerk M Whiting, 16 members of public 

Public participation
Q. Hatters Way/Chaul End junction was scheduled to open 5th September, what is delay? A. Ward Cllr Collins advised all highways works were completed early however there was no technical approval for the system that controls the lights. He is chasing with both CBC and Luton Borough Council and hopes to have meetings with officers w/c 16th September.
Q. What buses will serve the new bus stop on Hatters Way and will they divert to Caddington? A. Ward Cllr Collins advised to contact Centrebus.

Q. Why is 230 service free? A. Paid for by Caddington and Slip End Community Trust (CaSE)
Q. What is happening with incinerator? A. Ward Cllr Collins advised no update and awaiting planning application. He feels it is unlikely to happen. 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies received and accepted from Parish Councillors P Smith (personal reasons), M Tomlin (work) & Ward Cllr Perry.
Cllrs Bean & A Palmer disappointed that Cllr P Smith has not attended recent meetings. Chairman has had a full explanation from Cllr P Smith for his absences and finds them fully plausible and hope Councillors trust his judgement.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Russell: Payments for Village Garden Services.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th July 2019 were a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

4. PROGRESS UPDATE FROM LAST MEETING 
Luton Airport Environment Manager advised they will only look into relocating air pollution monitoring equipment if current monitoring data changes. Airport will hold a public meeting at Sport & Social club on Thursday 31 October from 2pm to 8pm for their Statutory Consultation on their proposals for the long-term expansion of the airport. Further details will be received nearer time.
5. CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS

Firstly I would like to welcome everyone back and hope you all had a nice summer. With the prospect now for cold mornings and the evenings drawing in, the all too familiar spectre of the bus shelter still looms overhead. Unfortunately the lengthened frustration has seen an increase in unnecessary behaviour from those brave souls who dare to comment on social media.

In a recent thread my credibility was called into question simply because I am involved with CASE trust as well as chair of this council. If it’s at all relevant I am also involved in the coaching of 3 children’s football teams, another grant giving trust, along with charity work for Keech Hospice. Those accusing me of vested interests would do well to look deep into themselves and ask exactly what they do to serve others rather than just for their own benefit.

Many around this table and room will be painfully aware that too many times on committees, in organisations and local groups, the same faces are present not always for want of being there but at times simply because no-one else will put themselves out to help. The easiest role in any community is to sit back and criticise others for what they do.

I believe John F Kennedy put the sentiment across best when he said, “Ask not what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your country”, I think the more localised version translates to “put up or shut up”. The things I do are for the good of all, not the benefit of one.

6. CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL 

Ward Cllr Collins reported that there is a consultation on Dunstable Road traffic calming measures. Although these are welcome they do not include all the signage and other measures previously discussed with highways and will follow up with officers.
CBC planning enforcement are aware of issues at Hillcrest Park and will be investigating.

It was agreed at an Executive meeting of 11th June 2019 that the Heathfield site is included as an identified site for the delivery of housing by the Council. The Executive papers are available online and include Heathfield within phase 1. CBC assets team are well aware of the regular use of the current facility and accordingly (1) they need to give significant notice of any scheduled closure and (2) the sense in consulting with the Parish and regular users, including Heathfield Friends, when they are ready to design the building. Any queries can be forwarded to Iain Berry, the Assistant Director Assets.
Also part of the Neighbourhood Plan for the Heathfield site is a medical centre. This is being dealt with by the CBC Health department and they are liaising with NHS clinical commissioning group and Caddington surgery.

Public Sector Protection Orders (PSPO’s) consultation re control of dogs and anti-social drinking ends 2nd Dec. Advise parish council to respond to ensure Caddington areas are included on this.
7. BRICK BUS SHELTER
Ward Cllr Collins advised the bus shelter is not on the CBC TMM agenda for 17th September as the Monitoring officer refused it due to there being no change since the first lawful decision was taken by council. It also can’t be heard under the TMM as Councillors are not eligible to make a decision. Officers are currently investigating if can go to executive or scrutiny committee. Resident has put forward a question to council on 25th September regarding the shelter removal. In order for the council to discuss fully it will need to be an agenda item and understands they will make Clerk aware if this happens. He also believes CBC will also not act upon previous decision without advance warning to the parish council.
Clerk contacted Marshalls Coaches and advised they use bus layby to drop off children from JFK School on route 703 at approx. 4pm. Also use bus stop when picking up Heathfield Lower School due to traffic near school.

Clerk received reply from B Mistry, Centrebus Commercial Manager to advise the request for Service 46 to stop at Caddington is not a viable option to operate on a commercial basis at the moment but if any funding for diverting the service in the area does come up, they will reconsider request. Clerk to request what are the additional costs?

Centrebus Service 230 will now stop at Luton Road bus stop to collect & drop off for Stockwood Park Academy.

Cllr Bean has confirmation from Theobolds Coaches that they have used this as a pick up point for over 15 years.
It was AGREED to advise CBC that the bus shelter is currently in use with an additional 230 service for school children now operating from this month. Also request advance warning if CBC are to discuss the shelter again at any meeting and also notify the parish council if any actions or order for works are made with regard to the shelter. 
8. HEATHFIELD SITE
Discussed under item 6.

9. RECREATION CLUB FENCING
No further information or contact has been received from Club regarding this. Clerk emailed Terri the parish council grant aid application form on and suggested they apply for funding if required.
10. WEBSITE & EMAIL
New Leaf Business Solutions have successfully transferred domain and also set up individual @caddington.com email addresses for each Councillor. Some changes have also been made to the website in order to make more user friendly.
11. RUSHMORE LEASE

Machins Solicitors require Bidwell Solicitor’s fee payment to proceed with Rushmore lease renewal. Listed under payments.

Caddington and Slip End Community Trust (CaSE) are progressing the implementation of the Heritage Greenway as adopted in the Caddington & Slip End Neighborhood Plan.  It is proposed by CaSE that the first stage of work should commence from Caddington Village and more specifically from the junction of Collings Well Close and Rushmore Close and pass through the play area and then northwards.  The application being made is to create a public right of way around the edge of the play area (plan circulated to all Councillors). The path is proposed to be four metres wide and composed of rolled consolidated grass or a compacted bound surface. 

As the leaseholder of this land the Parish Council is being asked to provide its consent for the new public right around the edge of the play area.  If the Parish Council were to agree to consent to the path the attached LOC Form would need to be completed.  They will separately contact the freeholder of the land, the Diocese to also request its consent to the work.  

It was AGREED that the plan was inadequate as did not show enough detail of where the path was going and whether it would have an impact on existing play equipment. Also request if any trees or hedges will be removed?
12. CCTV
Cllr Tomlin will put signage up next week and monitor fly tipping areas and place camera as required. 
CBC Community Safety Manager Steve Barrett has confirmed they will prosecute from parish council CCTV images.
Fly tippng on Millfield Lane has been reported to CBC to remove.
13. HIGHWAYS

CBC proposed traffic calming measures in Dunstable Road were circulated to all Councillors and advertised in notice boards and website. As discussed under item 6, while these measures are welcome, also request further signage and CBC to extend the 30mph limit and sign to the other side of the bend to slow approaching traffic. Also make highways aware that CBC Planning department have recently approved application CB/18/04602/OUT  for land at Cotswold Farm Business Park, Millfield Lane, Caddington, LU1 4AJ for the construction of a Care Village with up to 200 residential units. This development will hugely increase the number of vehicle movements at this already dangerous junction.
14. DEFIBRILLATOR

It was AGREED Cllr Tomlin to place order and progress with CBC Highways lighting to install feeder pillar next to lamp post at Mancroft Road to provide power supply for a defibrillator at estimated cost of £1,704.35

Cllr Fitzsimmons confirmed costs from Community Heartbeat Trust are £2247 + VAT plus £135 + VAT per annum for 10year annual service contract. Resident still wishes to make a contribution towards a defibrillator for the village.
It was AGREED to place order with CHT for defibrillator. Cllr Fitzsimmons to make resident aware that an order has been placed with CHT. Request resident to make any donation towards the cost of this direct to CHT and the parish council will make up any shortfall.
15. DUCK HOUSE
Residents Helen and Steve Wheeler have cleared back some shrubs and weeds and picked a location for the house.  Building in modular form to get it piece by piece onto the island. Photos of building have been shared by email to all Councillors. Some of the timber used for the frame donated by a villager and have bought the other materials including shiplap, roof shingle, paint and other wood for the floor/roof.  Using natural green and white muted paint colours so it will blend with natural surroundings. Hope to have installed by the end of September.
It was AGREED the photos the house look great and to thank Helen & Steve and offer assistance with the installation.
16. NOTICEBOARD
Cowboy Carpentry has installed the new notice board & will refurbish board beside the Manor Road shops this month.
Keys for the new board are held by Clerk, Cllr Tomlin & Heathfield Friends.

17. VILLAGE SIGN
Cllr Tomlin obtaining a map of utility cabling services from CBC highways.
Clerk contacted CBC planning office and advised that erection of the village sign would be permitted development.

Also contacted Defra commons village greens and advised that the parish council must not carry out works which could damage the green or interrupt its use as a place of exercise and enjoyment, however no special permission is required if the planned works are to improve the green for visitors’ enjoyment. 
18. GROUNDSMAN
Clerk has purchased gloves, litter picker and high visibility vests for Groundsman and reimbursement listed under payments. Groundsman has purchased own work safety shoes and reimbursement listed under payments. Unfortunately his cart was emptied of contents and both brooms broke last week while stored at Heathfield. Clerk reported to Heathfield Friends and they will make a storage area for cart. Replacement brooms have been purchased. Groundsman was booked to attend Bedford College L 2 moving and handling training course on 11th September but they emailed today to say it was cancelled due to lack of interest. Clerk will cancel & destroy payment cheque no. 106143 from 8th July for £58.
Clerk to contact O2 for a mobile phone contract for Groundsman and also availability further courses.
19. REMEMBRANCE DAY
Mike Morland is happy to assist with this again. Councillors agreed they are happy to follow previous year arrangements and Clerk will ensure within GDPR compliance.

A TRO (Traffic Regulation Order) has been sent to CBC for road closure.
20. OSTSTEINBEK TWINNING

Chairman Russell has received an invitation to twin town Oststeinbek in Germany. He and Vice Chair Tomlin will attend. Chairman Russell will use his Chairman allowance to fund visit.

21. 2020 CALENDAR
It was agreed that the previous list of elderly contacts to receive Christmas gifts was very out of date and no longer viable to use due to GDPR, therefore Christmas gifts and production of a calendar would not be required.
It was AGREED to put these funds towards the Christmas light event which is something for the whole village and to contact Caddington care regarding any contribution for elderly at Christmas.
22.  CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
Electra Fit will test Christmas lights early October and advise if any electrical repairs required.

Cllrs Russell & Bean will start organisation of the Christmas light switch on event which will be held on Sunday 1st December. The same format as last year will be followed, with the event starting at 5:30pm for food and refreshments, carols led by Caddington Village School Choir and lights switched on at 6pm. It is also hoped to have artisan local craft market stalls and also speak to the fair to provide some small children rides.
23. 2018/19 ANNUAL RETURN COMPLETED CERTIFICATE FROM MAZARS EXTERNAL AUDITORS

The completed 2018/19 Annual Return and certificate from Mazars External Auditors was approved and accepted. There were no issues identified and no significant matters arising from the audit. The External Auditor Report, Certificate and Notice of conclusion of audit and Statement of accounts have been published on the notice board and website and is available to the public.

24. FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

NALC have issued new model Financial Regulations. These were circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.

It was RESOLVED adopt new model Financial Regulations. 

25. CADDINGTON WATCH & POLICE
Police: 18 offences reported in July & 8 August. Cllr B Fitsimmons went through report in detail. 
Street Watch: Currently 2 weekly patrols and there has recently been a CBC community traffic watch at the School. Speedwatch will be out tomorrow morning monitoring.
26. PLANNING 

Planning committee met this evening and approved 10th June minutes which had been circulated to all Councillors.
Cllrs A & H Palmer attended CBC Development Management Committee meeting on 15th July to represent Parish council. Cllrs Palmer felt the meeting was very unusual and can be viewed on the webcast. Applications CB/19/00503/OUT  Cotswold Farm Business Park, Millfield Lane, Caddington, Luton, LU1 4AJ, Outline application for the development of a private medical centre & CB/19/00469/OUT  Land at Mancroft Road Caddington Beds LU1 4EL, Outline planning rural exception housing scheme comprising the erection of up to 19 dwellings, Application CB/18/04602/OUT Land at Cotswold Farm Business Park, Millfield Lane, Caddington, Luton, LU1 4AJ  Construction of an integrated Care Village of up to 200 residential units (Class C2), including affordable housing units were approved by CBC planning committee. 
27. CORRESPONDENCE

Beds Police OPCC July newsletter – 5/8 fwd email
Beds Police PCC 2019 Annual Survey – 5/8 fwd email

London Luton Airport Community Noise Report – 19/8 fwd email

CPRE Beds Matters Summer 2019 – 2/9 fwd email

CBC Street lighting review – 9/8 email fwd

CBC planning training session 19th, 25th & 30th September – 23/8 & 2/9 email fwd

CBC grant scheme enabling partnership volunteer request – 2/9 email fwd
Beds Bugle Sept 2019 – 29/8 email fwd 

BATPC Autumn/Winter training programme – 29/8 email fwd
Keech Hospice, letter of thanks for grant

CBC Leisure Facilities Strategy Survey – 7/9 fwd to Cllrs Fitzsimmons, Bean & Tomlin to complete

CBC Public Sector Protection Orders (PSPO’s) consultation re control of dogs and anti-social drinking ends 2nd Dec – 9/9 email fwd. Clerk to respond and request village green and three parks are covered.
Focus Group invitation to meeting 18th Sept – 9/9 email fwd

London Luton Airport Land Interest Questionnaire – 9/9 passed paperwork to Cllr A Palmer Planning Committee


28. AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS
It was RESOLVED by full council to authorise the following accounts for payment and two authorised signatories were instructed to sign the below cheques:
	01/09/2019
	DD
	EDF Energy
	Rushmore Park Electricity 
	 £      15.00 

	01/09/2019
	STO
	John Dudley
	Allotments management 
	 £      45.00 

	25/09/2019
	DD
	Castle Water
	Allotment  
	 £      58.53 

	25/09/2019
	DD
	O2
	PC phone 
	 £      27.06 

	25/09/2019
	STO
	Darren Hunter
	Parish Warden Salary 
	 £     625.39 

	01/09/2019
	STO
	M Whiting
	Salary 
	 £  1,500.00 

	09/09/2019
	106153
	M Whiting
	Balance salary/expenses August
	 £      93.02 

	09/09/2019
	106154
	M Whiting
	Balance salary/expenses Sept
	 £     165.82 

	09/09/2019
	106155
	Beds Pension Fund
	Pension
	 £     688.49 

	09/09/2019
	106156
	HMRC
	Tax NI
	 £     852.79 

	09/09/2019
	106157
	Village Garden Services
	Ground maint Aug
	 £     638.62 

	09/09/2019
	106158
	Village Garden Services
	Edgecote bench, watering, rushmore branches
	 £     566.40 

	09/09/2019
	106159
	Village Garden Services
	9 days Holiday cover + Broom replacement
	 £     724.79 

	09/09/2019
	106160
	Earth Anchors
	Edgecote picnic table
	 £     632.40 

	09/09/2019
	106161
	Maxine Whiting
	Reimburse Groundsman Equipment
	 £      40.42 

	09/09/2019
	106162
	Mazars LLP
	External audit accounts 2018/19
	 £     480.00 

	09/09/2019
	106163
	Caloo
	Outdoor gym equip spares for repairs
	 £     196.32 

	09/09/2019
	106164
	Chloe Logan
	Reimburse PC school award voucher
	 £      40.00 

	09/09/2019
	106165
	Machins Solicitors LLP
	Bidwell Rushmore Lease Solicitor fee
	 £  2,340.00 

	09/09/2019
	106166
	Central Bedfordshire Council
	Uncontested Election fee 2019
	 £     124.58 

	09/09/2019
	106167
	Cowboy Carpentry
	Community Notice Board
	 £     930.00 

	09/09/2019
	106168
	New Leaf Business Solutions
	Moving website and creating emails
	 £     178.00 

	09/09/2019
	106169
	Darren Hunter
	Reimburse Work Safety Shoes
	 £      69.99 

	 
	 
	 
	Total
	 £11,032.62 


Public participation

Q. Can electricity box next to brick bus shelter be connected to put a light in shelter? A. Unknown.

Q. When will yellow lines be installed in Dellfield Gardens? A. CBC highways have been sent request. Will also ask for lighting in Luton Road bus shelter.

Q. Not all bus stops have timetable information in them. A. Will request CBC to look at

Q. Lots of land for sale signs in the village? A. Believed land available is arable.

Meeting Closed at 9:02pm
5
Signed by Presiding Chairman
--------------------------------------


14th October 2019

