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Minutes of the Caddington Parish Council Meeting

held at Caddington Sports and Social Club 9th December 2019

Present:  Parish Councillors M Russell (Chair), M Tomlin, R Catford, J Bean, A Palmer, H Palmer, A Goodyear, S Smith, 
B Fitzsimmons, P Smith, Clerk M Whiting, 15 members of public
Public participation
Little Green Lane unpassable for pedestrians. Cllr Tomlin has reported to CBC that the banks are eroding into the road and has asked for them to be cut back.
Manor Road pedestrian crossing lights only working intermittently. Problem seems to be with button. Cllr Tomlin will report.

When will white lining from Hyde Road to Mancroft Road be done? Cllr Tomlin advised by CBC that this will not be done and they believe it reduces speeding without markings.

When will Chaul End Road white lining be done? Cllr Tomlin advised it is on CBC highways list of jobs.

Residents felt Christmas light switch on event was brilliant.

Fly tipping recently near turning for Chaul End village. Cllr Tomlin will monitor area with fly tipping CCTV. Also report fly tipping in wooded area near golf club.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies received and accepted from Ward Cllrs K Collins & E Perry
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllrs Russell & Tomlin: Payments 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 11th November 2019 were a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

4. PROGRESS UPDATE FROM LAST MEETING 
​CBC Estate Management Officer Ocean Fitzpatrick has requested Waste Services to tidy Collings Wells Close communal areas. Cllr Fitzsimmons advised majority of areas have now been tidies but one area left. Clerk to chase. 
CBC Highways meeting on 27th November was for Ward Councillors only

Village Garden Services have filled Millfield Way salt bin

The village Green tree work application ref CB/TCA/19/00500 has been approved by CBC tree officer Andy Jones. High Elm Tree Surgery have scheduled work to take place 6th January, weather permitting, and Clerk has advised 12 The Green.
​

5. CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS

Remembrance Day knitted poppy sales at Cutting Crew raised £95 for RBL.


If anyone has any photos of Terry Buxton’s horses from Remembrance Day event, can they please email to Clerk.
Chairman thanked everyone involved in the Christmas light switch on event which The Chequers raised over £1000 for the L&D Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU)
6. BRICK BUS SHELTER

Clerk had circulated draft voting form and logistics of a bus shelter consultation to Councilors and also Marcel Coiffait, CBC Director of Community Services prior to meeting. No comment received yet from CBC. Draft voting forms were also distributed to members of public in attendance of the meeting for comment.
PROPOSAL
There are 2003 properties and 3312 registered electors in Caddington (source CBC electoral services 19/11/2019) 
Caddington parish council will print 2003 copies of consultation voting form on double sided A5 card 

Cards will be individually number from 0001 to 2003 to prevent copying. 
Affordable Companies have quoted £200 for design and printing of cards and 10 A4 posters to advertise consultation.
MZ Leaflets quoted £100 to deliver a card to each property and will use list of roads from CBC register of electors.
CBC Monitoring Officer Brian Dunleavy has offered to loan the parish council an unmarked ballot box

It was agreed that Caddington Post Office is the most convenient and central location for residents to return voting cards. 
KEY DATES
13th January: Caddington parish council meeting to discuss CBC suggestions and finalise. 

14th January: Clerk to order immediate printing & delivery to MZ leaflet distributors to commence distribution. 
Ballot Box to be delivered to Caddington Post Office.

Consultation will be advertised by A4 posters in notice boards & shops and also on our website and Caddington Facebook page 
31st January: Ballot box will be collected from the Post Office at 12 noon and taken to Heathfield Centre main hall for a count in front of the public from 1pm. 

Count will be conducted by 3 independent & impartial Kensworth residents, led by Kensworth PC Chair Cllr Pat Mitchell. Cards will be put into numerical order at first to ensure no duplications. Then into yes, no, split votes & void (ie incomplete or spoiled) piles.

wc 3rd February: Cards will be delivered to CBC. Parish Council request CBC verify the count and validity of votes against the register of electors, in particular those with more than 3 residents listed. 
10th February: Caddington parish council meeting to discuss outcome and verify next steps from CBC 

It was AGREED clerk to forward to Marcel Coiffait and Ward Councilors for comments by 13th January meeting.
7. CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL 

No Ward Councillors present.
8. HIGHWAYS

Cllr Tomlin reported the following which have been reported to CBC highways:
Roundabout signage and lamp post not working top of Little Green Lane

2 pot holes reported in Little Green Lane.

Sign lights reported faulty at Junction of Manor Road/ Dunstable Road

Faulty Sign Light at Junction Mancroft Road/ Dunstable Road.

Footpath top to bottom Crosslands repaired due to surface breaking up.

Crosslands footpath to Manor Road patched.

Footpath on Green repaired (thanks to Maxine Parish Clerk pushing this job)

Elm Avenue footpath surface damaged by local building work and is in need of repair.

The Dell pothole found not big enough to repair - CBC monitoring this.

Caddington Sign Mancroft Road refitted straight. Have asked about possible sign upgrade to a nicer looking on. CBC are going to find a price for this.

Chaul End Road markings wearing out. This has now been added to CBC lining programme.

Yellow line Delfield Gardens and Disabled Parking bay- chased again. This has now been passed to Paul Salmon to action. I will chase again if I have no response by the new year.

Handrail in Crosslands has been given the go ahead but has not yet been fitted.

Reported potholes on Manor Road near Hillcrest Park, these are going to be looked at.

I have been contacted with issues of grass verges being churned up by vehicles, this being made worse with the wet weather and higher level of delivery trucks dropping parcels due to Christmas. We are in the process of trialling plastic matting fitted to the most damaged verges, in the meantime I will contact CBC and find out if there is a generic letter, we can send to house holders who damage the verges outside their homes.

Broken Fire Hydrant flap in Little Green Lane causing damage to vehicles.  I spent 2 evenings in Little Green Lane as a human traffic cone contacting the emergency Highways team to make safe. - This has been temporarily covered with cones and CBC are raising a job to change this flap.

Cllr S Smith requested Cllr Tomlin to report a pothole by the Hyde Road roundabout.
Cllr Fitzsimmons requested that damage to footpaths from builders is repaired by them .Cllr Tomlin will raise on next walkabout.

Cllr A Palmer advised ditches need clearing from Little Green Lane to Lower Woodside Road.

Cllr P Smith said 5 years to install a disabled parking bay was ridiculous and will complain directly to CBC.
9. DEFIBRILLATOR

CBC have installed feeder pillar & supply to column 5 on Mancroft Rd.
Village Garden Services have installed post received from Community Heartbeat Trust (CHT) to mount the defibrillator, however the post has now been found to be faulty with incorrect measurements and holes marked in wrong places. CHT will replace ASAP.
10.  CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 

Christmas light switch on event went well and was well attended with approx. 400-500 people.

Special thanks to the Chequers for their assistance with the event and 2019 Villager of the Year Vicky Malone for switching on lights. Hope to repeat event next year with the Chequers and Cllr Fitzsimmons also aware the Chequers are looking to hold an event on 8th May to mark VE day 75th anniversary.

Cllr A Palmer has received requests to purchase calendars and explained why parish council no longer produce.

11.  RUSHMORE MUGA LIGHTS 

Clerk has contacted 3 electricians for quotes to repair the MUGA lights

1. Electrafit £1851.60 + VAT to upgrade all lights with 8 new LED Flood lights

2. John Chalkley, MRJ electricians waiting for parts costs and will email tomorrow 
3. Steve Spokes electrician inspected but unable to quote as deals mostly with domestic
It was AGREED to wait for quote from MRJ electricians. Defer to January.
12.  CELEBRATING CADDINGTON’S VOLUNTEERS
Heathfield Centre are organising an event to celebrate Caddington’s volunteers on Saturday 18th January. 

It was AGREED to approve £100 towards the event costs 
13. CADDINGTON WATCH & POLICE
Police: 8 offences reported in November, 5 of which were vehicle crime. Cllr B Fitsimmons went through report in detail
StreetWatch: 52 Hours of Street Watch patrols during the month of November. Supported the Remembrance Day Parade.

Helped manage traffic for the CaddingtonCare visit to Wicksteed Park

SpeedWatch: Will be out and about in the two weeks that lead up to Christmas. Caddington Woods has asked if we can help out at the new development. In 2020 we will be sharing equipment with the Kensworth team

14. PLANNING 

Planning committee minutes of 4th November had been circulated to all Councillors and approved by committee.
Planning committee held a meeting prior to full council this evening due to lack of available meeting dates. 
15. 2020/21 BUDGET REQUIREMENTS & PRECEPT
Aley Green Cemetery Committee require a precept of £3241 for 2020/21
Clerk had circulated information to all Councillors prior to the meeting:
	 
	 2019/20 
	 30.11.19 
	 19/20 Yr End 
	 2020/21 

	 
	 Budget 
	 Actual Spend 
	 Predict 
	 Budget 

	Staff Costs
	 £      47,700.00 
	 £           32,022.52 
	 £              47,644.76 
	 £        50,027.00 

	Administration
	 £      10,000.00 
	 £             7,707.72 
	 £                9,383.61 
	 £          9,541.00 

	Allotments
	 £         2,000.00 
	 £                 870.24 
	 £                1,942.36 
	 £          2,040.00 

	Highways/Amenities
	 £      32,500.00 
	 £           14,796.64 
	 £              27,886.16 
	 £        28,469.33 

	Grants Sect 137
	 £         3,379.00 
	 £             3,208.39 
	 £                3,308.39 
	 £          3,500.00 

	VAT
	 
	 £             2,279.99 
	 £                3,000.00 
	 £          3,000.00 

	TOTAL SPEND
	 £      95,579.00 
	 £           60,885.50 
	 £              93,165.28 
	 £        96,577.33 

	TOTAL EARMARKED
	 £      25,500.00 
	 
	 £                             -   
	 £        60,000.00 


	Bank Balance at 31.03.19 (Audited)
	 £    115,859.10 

	Plus Precept 2019.20
	 £    120,000.00 

	Plus other income (VAT refund)
	 £      15,000.00 

	Total
	 £    250,859.10 

	Less Predicted Budget 19/20 spend
	 £      93,165.28 

	Predicted Balance in accounts 31.03.20
	 £    157,693.82 

	Less Earmarked funds
	 £      25,500.00 

	Reserves (recommend 1yr precept)
	 £    132,193.82 


Clerk contacted CBC regarding Heathfield site and received information from both Joseph Welch, Acquisitions and Disposals Manager in Assets Estates Management & Ward Cllr Kevin Collins.
Advised that the Heathfield site has been identified by CBC as a site to progress for housing development and that includes a commitment to enable the provision of a community building.  The Council is also exploring with the Bedfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group the possibility of also providing an enlarged/enhanced GP surgery on the site.
It is not yet possible to progress designs for draft site layouts or estimate capital budget costings until sure of what will be delivered on the site.

S106 funds are potentially significant, however the parish council could consider setting aside funds for a potential uplift between a basic community building which could be provided and an enhanced one. 

The level of investment cannot be determined until the scale and style of community building has been considered.  
CBC preference would be for the building to be self-financing in terms of lettings income covering running costs.  Parish Council might wish to build a reserve in the short-term to cover any deficit on income versus running costs in early years of a new operation.

It was AGREED Clerk to arrange a Heathfield site working group meeting with CBC week commencing 6th January onwards as both the parish council and Heathfield Friends are keen to input into the design of the building and discuss and consider aspirations and requirements
Due to unknown costs of the Heathfield community building to fit all requirements and possible deficit for initial running costs, it was agreed that an increase in the precept would be required. This will ensure the parish council will have adequate funds to cover village enhancements and earmarked projects such as Edgecote park new play equipment, Pond refurbishments, and Heathfield aspirations and initial running costs.
It was AGREED to increase Band D by £7.29 per annum, from £72.90 to £80.19 (10%) equating to Band D residents contributing an additional 14p a week.

This would increase the annual precept from £120,000 to £138,248 and leave earmarked reserves fund of approx. £70,000
	Bank Balance at 31.03.20 (Predicted) 
	 £  157,693.82 

	 Plus Precept 2020.21 
	 £  138,248.00 

	Plus other income (VAT refund)
	 £      3,000.00 

	 Total 
	 £  298,941.82 

	 Less Budget 20/21 spend 
	 £    96,577.33 

	 Balance left in bank accounts 
	 £  202,364.49 

	 Less Earmarked funds 
	 £    70,000.00 

	 Reserves (recommend 1yr precept) 
	 £  132,364.49 


16. CORRESPONDENCE

NALC Consultation on strengthening police powers to tackle unauthorised encampments – 26/11 email fwd. Cllr Russell took a copy of the consultation.
Beds PCC newsletter – 05/12 email fwd

CBC Town & Parish Council Conference Wed 22nd Jan 6-9pm – 05/12 email fwd



17. AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS
It was RESOLVED by full council to authorise the following accounts for payment and two authorised signatories were instructed to sign the below cheques:
	01/12/2019
	DD
	EDF Energy
	Rushmore Park Electricity 
	 £      15.00 

	01/12/2019
	STO
	John Dudley
	Allotments management 
	 £      45.00 

	01/12/2019
	DD
	Affinity Water
	Allotment
	 £     226.92 

	25/12/2019
	DD
	Castle Water
	Allotment  
	 £      58.53 

	25/12/2019
	DD
	O2
	PC & Warden phone 
	 £      54.25 

	25/12/2019
	STO
	Darren Hunter
	Parish Warden Salary 
	 £     625.39 

	01/12/2019
	STO
	M Whiting
	Salary 
	 £  1,500.00 

	09/12/2019
	106192
	M Whiting
	Balance salary & expenses 
	 £     145.02 

	09/12/2019
	106193
	Beds Pension Fund
	Pension
	 £     688.49 

	09/12/2019
	106194
	HMRC
	Tax NI
	 £     852.79 

	09/12/2019
	106195
	Village Garden Services
	Ground maint 
	 £     638.62 

	09/12/2019
	106196
	Village Garden Services
	Defib post, Xmas tree, xmas event, bin, plaques
	 £     719.40 

	09/12/2019
	106197
	Electra Fit Ltd
	Christmas lights testing & repairs
	 £     614.40 

	09/12/2019
	106198
	Matthew Tomlin
	Reimburse Oststeinbek airport parking expense
	 £      42.00 

	09/12/2019
	106199
	SLCC   
	Clerk membership renewal (55%)
	 £     202.40 

	09/12/2019
	106200
	Heathfield Centre
	Caddington volunteering hall booking
	 £     100.00 

	09/12/2019
	106201
	Rita Timms
	Reimburse Xmas light switch on costs
	 £      92.85 


Public participation

Members of the public thanked Councillors for all their hard work and wished them a Merry Christmas.
Clerk to contact Ward Councillors regarding the venue for their monthly surgeries as believe they have recently been held at the new centre in Caddington Woods and not Heathfield?

Meeting Closed at 8:45pm
5
Signed by Presiding Chairman
--------------------------------------


13th January 2020

